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Joy  comes 
in  the 
mourning 


By  Craig  Bird 

KAMPALA,  Uganda  (BP)  -  Joy  is 
coming  in  the  mourning  in  Uganda. 

Agricultural  production  is 
hampered  by  too  mai^r  wcnic  days  lost 
attending  funerals.  Roadside  carpen¬ 
try  sh(^  that  once  displayed  cabimts 
and  be^  now  concentrate  on  caskets 
(two  basic  sizes,  adult  and  infant).  A 
shortage  of  barkcloth,  the  traditional 
burial  wrapping,  looms.  Still,  theie  is 
ample  evidence  of  quiet,  peaceful  joy. 
.  The  Christians  of  Uganda  are  trust¬ 
ing  in  things  not  seen;  their  life-after- 
death  hope  is  a  heaven  where  there 
will  be  no  weeping  and  no  gnashing  (rf 
teeth  —  in  other  words,  no  AIDS. 

AIDS  is  the  [uimary  producer  of 
pain  and  sorrow  in  Uganda,  and  its 
death  grip  on  the  nation  will  continue 
to  tighten  for  at  least  the  next  decade, 
acconl^  to  even  the  most  optimistic 
scenarios. 

Truck  drivers  and  high  government 
officials,  prostitutes  and  respected 
housewives,  slum  dwellers  and  the 
rich  all  are  dving  from  AIDS  in  in¬ 
creasing  numbers.  There  is  no  cure 
for  those  who  contract  the  disease,  no 
vaccine  to  form  an  immunity  to  it. 
There  is  only  a  string  of  infections 
that  break  down  the  body. 

In  the  hospital  wards,  however, 
Christian  AIDS  patients  astound  the 
other  victims  by  singing  hymns  of 
praise  to  .(jlod.  Shivering  with  i»ain, 
these  believes  clutch  their  Bibles  and 
whisper  “hallelujah”  when  prayers 
are  said  over  them. 


Nalon^  was  rejected  by  her  community  when  she  became  the  first  bom-again 
believer  in  that  area  of  UgatVda  in  198&  When  she  became  ill  with  AIDS  in  1987  she 
was  urged  to  abandon  her  newfound  faith  and  seek  help  with  witchdoctors.  But  she 
did  not  waver.  By  January  1989  her  husband,  all  nine  children  and  approximately 
40  friends  and  neighbors  had  become  Christians  and  worshiped  each  Sunday  in 
her  home.  Above,  less  than  a  mopth  before  her  death  last  February,  she  cradles  her 
Bible  during  a  service  at  her  bedside.  Too  weak  to  sing,  she  would  tap  time  on  her 
Bible  and  whisper  "hallelujah"  while  her  children  sang  h^ns  of  praise.  (BP)  PHOTO 
by  Joanna  Pinneo 


And  dvistians  are  knocking  aside 
-the  myths  and  prejudices  which  would 
isolate  those  with  AIDS,  denying  them 
human  contact. 

They  stand  in  stark  contrast  to  non¬ 
believers  who  spend  their  fortunes  on 
witch  dochxs  only  to  die  aqyway,  leav¬ 
ing  their  families  destitute;  or  to 
others  who  secretly  vow  to  infect  as 
many  others  as  th^  can  with  AIDS 
before  thcw  die;  or  to  those  who  refuse 
to  let  a  family  member  sick  with 
AIDS  remain  in  the  house  for  fear  of 
contamination. 

“Soon  in  Uganda  there  will  be  two 
kinds  of  people  with  AIDS,”  says  Lin¬ 
da  Rice,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Virginia  who  has  work¬ 
ed  in  Uganda  since  1971.  “There  will 
be  the  hopeless  and  the  joyful.” 

Ugandan  Christians  share  in  nu¬ 


merous  ways.  A  group  of  Baptist 
students  in  Kampala  has  written  and 
produced  a  play,  “The  Cross  and  The 
Virus,”  confronting  the  myths  of  how 
AIDS  is  spread  (not  by  mosquitoes  or 
touching  the  sweat  of  someone  with 
AIDS  but  by  sexual  contact).  The  play 
challenges  family  and  friends  to  care 


And  it  presents  the  need  to  accept 
(^’s  offer  of  salvation.  ‘Ibday.  Don’t 
wait.” 

The  country  has  been  saturated 
with  an  eight-page  booklet  called 
“Medical  Science  and  God’s  Word 
Give  ANSWERS  'lb  (Questions  Related 
lb  AIDS”  that  concludes  with  a  sec¬ 
tion  informing  AIDS  victims  how  th^ 
can  attain  eternal  life. 

But  perhaps  the  most  powerful 
means  of  witness  is  by  dying  Chris¬ 


Eddie  Matovu  has  a  dramatic  conversion  testimony,  an  active  witness  in  his  most¬ 
ly  Moslim  neighborhood  and  a  desire  for  Ugandan  Christians  to  send  missionaries 
to  Zaire  ar)d  Sudan.  He  has  two  daughters  he  is  raising  by  himself.  And  he  has  AIDS. 
The  November  1987  day  he  was  saved  he  rushed  home,  piled  all  of  his  "witchcraft 
items  and  idols"  outside  and  burned  them  —  to  the  horror  of  his  neighbors.  By  April 
1988  his  wife,  who  also  has  become  a  Christian,  had  died  from  AIDS.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  also  realized  he  was  sick.  Now  he  cares  for  Phoeby,  left,  and 
Scolastic  and  constantly  witnesses  to  his  family,  co-workers  and  neighbors.  (BP) 
PHOTO  by  Joanna  Pinneo 


Silvest  Senyomo,  a  62-year-old  farmer  and  shoemaker.  Is 
buried  in  a  Catholic  funeral,  just  a  month  after  his  son’s  death, 
also  from  AIDS.  Villages  in  southern  Uganda  bury  so  many 


AIDS  victims  that  agricultural  production  suffers  from  workdays 
spent  at  funerals.  Senyomo  left  a  widow  and  three  children 
wNie  Ns  son  left  five  children.  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Joanna  Pinneo 


tians  in  the  day-to-day  living  out  of 
their  faith  and  their  hope: 

—  Nalongo,  who  died  recently,  was 
the  first  person  in  her  village  in 
southern  Uganda,  18  miles  from  the 
Ibnzanian  border,  to  become  a  born- 
again  believer.  She  was  ostracized 
from  her  community  but  continued  to 
witness  until  her  husband,  her  seven 
children  and  40  neighbors  also 
became  Christians.  Two  years  ago,  a 
year  after  being  saved,  she  became  ill 
with  AIDS. 

Too  weak  to  sing,  she  tapp>ed  time 
on  her  Bible  as  her  children  gathered 
around  her  to  sing,  “praise  God 
because  He  is  very  good  —  his  love  is 
everlasting.”  Her  whispered  prayer, 
interrupted  by  surges  of  pain,  asked 
God  to  strengthen  her  so  she  wouldn’t 
get  discouraged.  Her  children  sthiled 
as  they  sang.  - 

—  Emmanuel,  now  dead  at  age  25, 
was  saved  two  months  after  b<Kom- 
ing  ill.  He  had  a  vision  that  death  was 
near  and  eagerly  told  his  pastor  how 
he  wanted  his  funeral  conducted.  No 
one  was  to  cry  and  only  “saved  peo¬ 
ple”  were  to  stand  around  his  casket 
to  testify  to  his  salvation.  Ap¬ 
proaching  his  house,  the  joyous  sing¬ 
ing  of  his  family  could  be  heard.  On¬ 
ly  his  wife  was  grief-stricken,  her  face 
solemn  in  contrast  to  the  smiles 
around  her.  “She  is  not  yet  saved,” 
someone  explained  quietly. 

—  Eddie  has  bmied  his  wife,  one  of 


his  three  dau^ters  and  a  brother  — 
all  AIDS  victims.  He  became  sick  in 
1968,  two  years  after  a  dramatic  salva¬ 
tion  experience  when  he  burned  all 
the  idols  and  witchcraTt  items  in  his 
house.  Family  and  neighbors  insist 
AIDS  is  his  punishment  for  offending 
the  gods  by  burning  the  idols.  He  cries 
gently  when  he  talfc  of  how  he  misses 
his  wife.  But  he  smiles  when  he  tells 
of  his  father  becoming  a  Christian  or 
of  the  response  of  his  Muslim  neigh¬ 
bors  to  twice-a-week  Bible  studies  he 
hosts.  He  prays  that  Ugandan  Chris¬ 
tians  will  send  missionaries  to  Zaire 
and  Sudan  to  tell  about  Jesus  Christ. 

The  lists  go  on  and  on.  Christians 
have  not  b^n  exempted  from  the ' 
disease  which  may  kill  Thillions  of 
Ugandans  in  the  next  few  decades. 
But  they  obviously  have  been  em¬ 
powered  to  rejoice  in  a  God  stronger 
than  death. 

“Christians  don’t  want  to  die  any 
mor^  than  non-Christians,”  says 
Richard  Goodgame,  missionary  doc¬ 
tor  from  Florida  who  wrote  the 
Answers  brochure.  “But  tlfey  have  ex¬ 
perienced  grace  and  know  there  is 
something  beyond  this  life  — 
something  much  better.” 

So,  tears  of  sorrow  run  down  faces 
in  Uganda  that  smile  with  hope; 
gasps  of  pain  come  from  the  same  lips 
that  offer  praise.  There  is  joy  in  the 
mourning. 

Craig  Bird  writes  for  FMB. 
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Avoid  the  tragedy 


The  tragedy  that  befell  Mississippi  pastw  w 
because  of  manipulation  of  the  work  establisi 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  state’s  d 
committee  on  nominations  must  be  then  the 
used  to  bring  correction  to  that  in-  The  sup 
stitution  so  that  a  similar  occurrence  state  dc 
will  not  happen  again.  mail  w 

This  was  not  the  first  year  del^ti 
something  of  this  nature  has  happen-  until  it 
ed  in  the  deliberations  of  that  {Hinted  i 

committee.  conventi 

First,  though  it  is  a  committee  of 
unwieldy  numbers,  there  needs  to  be 
more  than  one  meeting.  When  the  So  th( 
Mississippians  met  with  the  commit-  meeting 
tee  in  March,  that  was  their  only  ex-  nominal 
posure  to  its  work.  There  was  no  way  ed  out  di 
that  the  entire  work  of  the  committee  taken  a 
could  be  accomplished  in  that  one  Incas 

meeting,  but  it  was  the  only  input  of-  done  ev^ 
fered  the  Mississippians.  a  subcc 

A  subcommittee  finished  the  task. 

That  is  a  very  dangerous  concept. 

What  happened  this  year  could  hap-  ^ 
pen  again.  It  seems  obvious  that 
someone  wanted  a  certain  type  (rf  per- 
son  on  the  board  of  a  given  institution, 
and  all  that  was  needed  for  this  to  be  But  t 
effected  was  to  tell  the  committee  even  n 
members  from  the  state  that  their  should! 
suggestion  would  not  work  for  came  a 
whatever  reason.  In  this  case  it  was  because 
because  he  was  a  {)astor,  though  a  thatttie 

Guest  opinion  .  .  . 


{KtshH*  was  fmally  chosen.  Once  it  was 
established  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
state’s  detection  was  not  acceptable, 
then  the  subcommittee  had  free  rein. 
The  supplemental  suggestion  of  the 
state  delegation  that  was  made  by 
mail  was  ignored.  And  the  state 
delation  had  no  way  of  knowing  this 
until  it  saw  a  different  nominee 
{Hinted  in  the  first  day’s  bulletin  at  the 
convention.  At  that  {mint  the  skids  are 
greased.  It  is  almost  im{X)ssible  to 
make  a  change. 

So  there  needs  to  be  at  least  two 
meetings  of  the  full  committee  on 
nominations.  What  has  not  been  wwk- 
ed  out  during  the  first  meeting  can  be 
taken  care  of  duriiu^the  second. 

In  case  it  is  im{>^ible  to  get  it  all 
done  even  with  these  conditions  and 
a  subcommittee  is  necessary,  that 
subcommittee  absolutely  should  not 
act  without  contacting  the  state’s 
delegation.  If  contact  cannot  be  made, 
the  spot  should  be  left  vacant.  'That 
would  prevent  such  a  run  around  as 
occurr^  this  year. 

But  there  is  another  and  {)erha(>s 
even  more  im{X>rtant  aspect  that 
should  be  changed.  ITie  connision  that 
came  about  this  year  was  {X)ssible 
because  the  SBC  constitution  says 
that  the  make  up  of  a  board  should  not 


be  more  than  two-thirds  either  clergy 
or  laity.  There  is  no  way  to  make  that 
sort  of  mix  without  at  least  two 
meetings,  but  there  needs  to  be  addi¬ 
tional  vwHic.  Either  initial  preparatim 
should  be  made  to  assign  a  certain 
number  of  lay  {)ersons  and  clergy  to 
a  state,  or  each  state  should  come 
with  the  proper  mix  already  made. 

In  the  case  of  Mississippi  this  yeaf, 
all  of  the  people  already  on  the  Home 
Mission  Board  were  lay  {>eople,  so  a 
preacher  was  in  order. 

The  best  practice  would  be  for  the 
chairman  to  determine  who  is  on  the 
board  in  question  in  what  mix  and 
assign  slots  to  the  state’s  delegations 
on  the  committee  in  such  a  way  as  to 
come  up  with  the  pro()er  mix  as~a 
.result. 

Whatever  the  practice,  the  nominee 
from  a  state  should  never  be  left  to  a 
small  subcommittee  (rf  the  committee 
on  nominations.  Tb  do  that  makes  a 
mockery  of  having  delegations  from 
the  states. 

That  practice  should  be  changed 
immediately. 

And  it  must  be  noted  that  this  is  a 
discussion  of  issues  only  and  in  no 
wise  can  be  taken  as  a  comment  con¬ 
cerning  the  {>erson  elected  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board  this  year  from 
Mississippi. 


Protect  the  flag 


God  bless  the  taxi  drivers 


God  bless  the  {>oor  taxi  drivers! 
They  are  themost  vulnerable  {>eople 
on  earth  to  someone  who  has  a  cause 
There  t^  sit,  captive  audience  to  the 
{>erson  in  the  back  seat.  If  the  {>a3ring 
{)assenger  has  something  to  say,  the 
driver  must  listen  or  risk  losing  the 
ti{x 

And,  Southern  Baptists  were  in 
town  primed  to  witness.  The  taxi 
drivers  in  Las  Vegas  certainly  heard 
more  witnessing  than  the  longest- 
tenured  re{Ht>bate  in  a  small  town 
where  the  Ba{)tist  church  holds  a  Lay 
Evangelism  ^hool  and  two  revivals 
each  year. 

Well,  I’m  a  Southern  Baptist,  and  I 
was  in  town,  and  I  was  primed  to 
witness.  I  would  not  have  a  {xivate  au¬ 
dience  with  anyone  longer  than  I 
would  my  driver. 

I  crawled  into  the  front  seat  of  a 
taxi,  keenly  readv  to  try  to  share  my 
faith.  I  had  {)ra^  for  the  Hdy  Silt’s 
leadership  and  0{>enness  on  the  {>art 
of  the  driver.  Just  before  stepping  in¬ 
to  the  cab,  I  reviewed  “How  to  Start 
a  Witness’’  that  I  have  taught  while 
leading  dozens  of  Lay  Evangelism 
Schools. 

P.I.R.M.  That  acrostic  has  guided 
me  toward  a  witness  many  times 
before  and  I  believed  it  coidd  do  it 
again.  I  would  try  to  ^de  the  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  taxi  driver  in  this 
direction:  Family  —  Interests  — 
Religious  background  or  interest  — 
Message. 

As  soon  as  I  got  into  the  cab,  I  knew 


By  Lynn  P.  Clayton 

things  were  going  to  go  great.  Right 
oh  the  dash,  just  atx^  the  driver’s 
{lermit,  was  a  {>hotogra{)h  of  a  12-year- 
old  boy.  He  was  obviously  the  driver’s 
son,  9nd  his  pride  and  joy. 

“That’s  a  good  looking  boy,’’  I  com¬ 
mented,  “Is  he  your  son?’’ 

“Yes,  sir,”  the  driver  res{>onded  with 
obvious  pride.  “He’s  mv  son.  I’m  a 
sii^{>arent  and  really  epjoy  him.  He 
brings  me  a  lot  of  happiness.  Do  you 
have  children?” 

“Twa” 

“They  can  be  a  challenge,  can’t 
they?” 


“Tell  me  about  it,”  I  answered 
honestly.  “How  is  it  raising  a  boy  by 
yourself  in  Las.  Vegas?” 

“Well,  he  has  never  been  in  a  casino 
We  live  out  away  from  the  strip  and 
we  just  never  come  down  here.  I  try 
to  raise  him  right  in  Las  Vegas,  just 
like  I  would  anywhere  else  You  know, 
the  Good  Lord  is  as  much  help  to  me 
here  as  he  would  be  anywhere  else  I 
just  don’t  see  how  anyone  can  make 
it  without  the  Lord’s  help,  do  you?” 

I  realized  the  taxi  driver  was  in  con¬ 
trol  of  the  conversation  and  was  head- 
.  (Continued  on  {)age  5) 


The  thought  of  being  able  to  burn 
the  United  States  flag  without  facing 
any  consequences  is  a  strange  one. 
Many  Americans  have  grown  up  with 
the  concept  that  the  flag  is  not  sacred 
but  is  the  next  thing  to  it.  The  flag 
stands  as  a  symbol  of  our  nation,  and 
it  would  seem  to  almost  akin  to 
treason  to  bum  it. 

We’ve  got  to  have  some  sort  of  na¬ 
tional  pride  in  order  to  be  able  to  live 
with  ourselves,  and  the  flag  has  been 
somewhat  the  symbol  of  that  pride. 
It’s  difficult  to  imagine  how  anyone 
who  has  such  pride  would  think  of 
bumihg  the  flag.  If  that  sort  of  pride 
is  not  present,  {>erha{>s  the  one 
without  it  would  give  thou^t  to  find¬ 
ing  some  other  place  to  live  rather 
than  burning  the  flag  of  the  land  that 


he  doesn’t  like. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  determine  just 
what  a  just  {lenalty  should  be  for 
burning  the  flag,  but  it  seems  strange 
that  such  a  burner  would  go  scot  free. 

Perhaps  the  court  could  reconsider 
its  decision  on  that  one.  I’m  glad  that 
the  football  hero  of  my  youth,  Byron 
(Whizzer)  White,  voted  with  the 
minority.  I  am  also  glad  that  my  U.S. 
representative,  G.  V.  (Sonny)  Mont¬ 
gomery,  is  one  of  the  signers  of  a  pro- 
{wsed  constitutional  amendment  that 
would  make  It  a  crime  to  bum  the 
flag. 

Geoi^e  M.  Ckihan  put  a  lot  of 
{latriotism  in  the  veins  of  a  lot  of  us 
when  he  sang,  “It’s  a  Grand  Old 
Flag.” 

Let’s  keep  it  that  way. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

Women’s  Recognition 


By  Paul  Jones 


A  missions  treat 


Mississi{)pi  Baptists  have  a  rare 
treat  in  store  and  should  be  making 
plans  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Jackson 
will  be  location  for  one  of  a  series  of 
o{mortunities  called  MissionsFest. 

The  date  is  September  8  and  9. 

On  that  occasion  Kdth  Parks,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Forei^  Mission  Sioard, 
will  be  here,  as  will  missionaries  from 
all  over  the  world.  As  pointed  out  in 
Alongside,  the  quarterly  {Hiblication 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  “Mi^ionsFest  {hx>- 
mises  us  more  than  a  conference.  It 
will  be  a  face-to-face  encounter  with 
the  world.” 

Promotional  material  will  be  in  the 
mail  shortly,  but  plans  to  {)artici{>ate 


in  this  MissionsFest  should  be  made 
now.  Much  of  the  activity  will  be  at 
First  Church,  Jackson;  but  a  cewnmis- 
sioning  service  will  be  held  at  the 
Jackson  city  auditorium.  The  time 
will  also  provide  the  occasion  for  a 
meeting  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board.. 

There  will  be  a  time  for  questions 
and  answers,  conferences,  contact 
with  missionaries,  and  exhibits 
pre(>ared  by  the  missionaries. 

Op{)ortunities  such  as  this  do  not 
come  often.  Mississippi  Baptists 
should  make  plans  to  take  advantage 
of  the  one  being  made  available  to 
them  September  8  and  9. 


Women’s  Recognition  Sunday,  July 
16,  is  the  newest  em{)hasis  on  the 
Mississi(>pi  Ba(>tist  Ckmvnition  calen¬ 
dar.  It  is  an  <4)ix>rtunity  for  the  chur¬ 
ches  of  the  convention  to  acknowledge 
the  multi-faceted  service,  witness, 
and  ministry  of  Christian  wennen.  The 
unique  role  of  women  in  home, 
church,  and  society  {Hwides  th^e 
bearers  of  the  gos{)el  with  often 
unheralded  times  of  {lersonal  witness 
and  ministry. 

What  would  be  the  home  without  the 
godly  wife  and  mother?  What  would 
be  society  without  her  ministering, 
witnessing  {we^nce?  What  would  be 
the  church  without  her  dedicated 
teaching,  her  unfailing  witness,  her 
willing  service,  and  her  sacrificial 
giving  For  many  believers,  it  was  a 
woman  who  fust  taught  them  the 
word  (rf  God  in  Sunday  School,  who  led 
them  to  first  sing  “Jesus  Lo^  Me” 


in  children’s  choir,  who  taught  them 
to  pray  a  blessing  on  their  daily  food, 
and  who  carri^  them  to  all  the 
meetings  and  ministries  they  {)ar- 
tici{>at^  in  as  youth. 

Sunday,  July  16,  is  an  op{)ortunitv 
for  the  diurch  to  recognize  the  work 
and  witness  of  women.  Women’s 
Recognition  Sunday  is  a  time  to 
acknwledge  the  place  of  God-called 
women  in  the  life  of  home,  church,  and 
society.  Women's  Recognition  Sunday 
is  a  unique  opportunity  for  the  chur¬ 
ches  of  the  Mississi(>pi  Ba{>tist  (Con¬ 
vention  to  express  their  thanks  for  the 
ministry,  service,  and  witness  of 
women  in  home,  church,  and  society. 

Paul  Jones  Is  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ghristian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission,  Women’s  Recogni¬ 
tion  Sunday  is  an  emphasis  of  the 
Christian  Action  Commission. 


Health  Fitness  Center  to  open 


Giving  up  the  old  for  the  new  can  be 
one  of  the  more  difficult  things  we  do 
in  life.  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  faced  such  a  situation  five 
years  ago  when  a  decision  had  to  be 
made  to  demolish  the  old  hospital  and 
build  a  completely  new  structure  on 
the  site.  It  was  not  an  easy  decision. 
A  lot  of  blood,  sweat  and  tears  went 
into  that  hospital  and  families  all 
across  the  state  had  memories  of  it. 
But  time  had  taken  its  toll  on  the  unus¬ 
ed  building  and  the  Board  of  TYiistees 
decided  to  build  a  new  establishment, 
one  that  could  serve  the  state’s 
healthcare  needs  just  as  well  as  the 
old  hospital  once  had. 

Today,  at  1190  North  State  Street  in 
Jackson,  the  same  location  where 
quality  Christian  care  has  been  given 
for  years,  stands  a  building  where  the 
tradition  will  continue. 

Medical  Arts  East  the  newest  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  MBMC  complex  offers  the 
utmost  convenience  to  both  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  physician-  exactly  what  the 
old  hospital  did  when  it  opened  77 
years  ago.  An  open  house  and  tour  is 
scheduled. 

The  new  facility  incorporates  outpa¬ 
tient  physical  therapy,  ambulatory 
surgical  suites,  outpatient  radiology 
and  laboratories,  and  private  doctor’s 
offices.  A  comprehensive  health/ 
fitness  center  adjoins  the  rear  of  the 
building. 


By  Stacey  Norris 

The  administration  and 
board  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  invite 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  tour 
their  new  Medical  Arts  East 
and  Health/Fitness  Center  at 
an  open  house  on  Sunday,  Ju¬ 
ly  23,  1-5  p.m. 


state-of-the-art  technology  such  al 
CT,  dedicated  mammc^aphy  and 
ultrasound  is  available  in  the  outpa¬ 
tient  radiology  center.  The  am¬ 
bulatory  surgical  center  has  four 


holding  and  recovery  areas.  The 
clinical  lab  serve  the  surgical  center 
and  private  physicians  offices  located 
in  the  building. 

The  function  of  the  health/fitness 
center  is  two-fold.  First,  it  serves, 
along  with  the  outpatient  physical 
therapy  area,  as  a  general  physical 
therapy  facility  and  includes  closely 
monitorpd  exercise  programs  for 
stroke  and  cardiac  patients.  Second, 
it  offers  individually  designed  fitness 
programs  on  a  variety  of  nigh  speed, 
high  intensity  exercise  equipment. 
The  area  includes  the  state’s  only 
Olympic  certified  indoor  track,  swim¬ 


ming  pool  and  all-purpose  court,  as 
well  as  expansive  exercise  rooms, 
therapeutic  pool,  and  locker  rooms. 

Other  details  taken  care  of  with  the 
patient  in  mind  include:  a  400  space 
parking  area  providing  easy  building 
access  and  security,  patient  transpor- 
tetion  within  the  building  or  to  the  ad- 
joinii^  medical  center,  a  specialized 
tracking  system  designed  so  that  ad¬ 
missions  will  know  where  the  patient 
is  at  all  times,  spacious  waiting  areas 
offering  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
environment  for  families  and  pa¬ 
tients;  however,  waiting  is  cut  to  a 
minimum  with  the  new,  streamlined 
outpatient  system. 

Stacey  Norris,  a  student  at 
Mississippi  College,  served  as  a  public 
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MC  station  wins  award  for 
best  sports  coverage 

Mississippi  College’s  commercially  College  Football,  the  network  has 
owned  radio  station,  WHJT  93.5  FM,  increased  from  a  couple  of  stations 
has  won  for  the  8th  time  in  nine  years  carrying  three  or  four  games  to  one 
the  Mississippi  Association  of  Broad-  that  now  includes  ten  stations  which 

casters  Award  for  the  best  sports  blanket  the  state  with  every  game.  It  r  a  .  -r  i  «  r  •  m  ii 

coverage.  The  announcement  was  is  one  of  the  largest  netwmics  in  NCAA  isy  an  loaision  &  fcnc  Miner 

made  at  the  recent  MAB  annual  Division  II  football.  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  An  larger  than  that.” 

meeting  in  Biloxi.  Among  the  award  winning  commer-  Oklahoma  husband  and  wife,  both  or-  The  Penningtons,  who  put  their 

WHJT  also  won  awards  for  several  cials  were  “Domino’s  Late  Night  dained  to  the  ministry,  have  been  house  up  for  sale  in  May,  said  they 
individual  commercials  and  for  com-  Delivery,”  “Eastover  Bank  Direc-  turned  down  for  appointment  as  mis-  began  preparing  for  foreign  mission 
mercial  campaigns.  One  of  the  sta-  tions,”  “Tbm  Bodett  for  The  Best  sionaries  by  a  committee  of  Southei^  service  10  years  ago  at  Golden  Gate 
tion’s  student  newscasters,  Roger  Western  Motel,”  “Party  Line  —  Fred-  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 'Baapa  Seminary.  Both  cried  with  their 
Allen,  also  won  an  award  in  that  dy  Lives,”  and  the  longtime  favorite  trustees.  parents  and  friends  after  hearing  the 

category.  .  “Willie  and  Frankie”  for  Daigle,  The  trustee  committee  voted  9-4  committee  had  rejected  them,  Penn- 

Russ  Robinson,  station  general  Barham  and  Holder  Insurance.  Don  June  27  not  to  recommend  appoint-  ington  said  in  an  interview  June  27. 
manager  and  play-by-play  voice  of  Barnes  and  Todd  Garmon,  both  of  ment  of  Greg  and  Katrina  Pennington  Two  letters  opposing  the  couple’s 
both  the  Mississi[^i  College  Choctaws  Clinion,  wrote  and  produced  the  Ardmore,  Okla.  Board  policies  appointment  were  sent  by  Enon  Bap- 
and  the  Clinton  High  School  Arrows,  commercials.  stipulate  a  rejected  candidate  must  list  Association  representatives  to  ad- 

was  elected  to  the  MAB’s  Board  of  The  campus  station  serves  as  a  wait  two  years  before  again  seeking  ministrators  at  the  mission  board. 
Directors  at  their  recent  Gulf  (^st  teaching  laboratory  for  students  appointment.  .  The  first  letter  was  written  in 

meeting.  enrolled  in  the  communications  pro-  The  Penningtons  received  publici-  February  1987,  the  second  June  7  of 

Flagship  station  for  Mississippi  gram  of  Mississippi  College.  ty  after  both  were  ordained  by  Nor-  this  year. 

thwest  Baptist  Church  in  Ardmore  in  Pennington  has  been  minister  of 
November  1986  despite  the  opposition  education  at  Northwest  Baptist  since 
of  Enon  Baptist  A^ociation.  April  1984;  Mrs.  Pennington  b^ame 

Harlan  Spui^eon,  FMB  vice  presi-  part-time  minister  of  preschool 
dent  for  mission  management  and  education  there  two  months  later, 
personnel,  said  the  committee  re-  They  were  not  seeking  pastoral  roles 
jected  the  Penningtons  because  of  as  foreign  missionariesTT^innington 
“the  way  (the  couple)  dealt  with  the 
issue  of  ordination  in  the  climate  of 
the  local  association.” 

The  trustee  committee’s  action  does 
not  mean  ordained  women  no  longer 
will  be  appointed  as  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries,  said  trustee  Gary  Smith, 
one  of  the  committee  members  and 
pastor  of  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
in  Enid,  Okla. 

The  same  committee  has  approved 
two  ordained  women  for  appointment 
as  missionaries  in  the  past  two  years. 

Smith  said.  “The  committee  was  pret¬ 
ty  unanimous  that  (women’s  ordina¬ 
tion)  is  a  local-church  issue  and  not 
a  Foreign  Mission  Board  issue.” 

Committee  Chairman  Paul 

_  .  _  Sanders,  pastor  of  Geyer  Springs 

trustees  authorized  the  Commission  tion,  came  from  (Chester  Vaughn,  pro-  First  Baptist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
to  apprise  the  Executive  Committee  gram  director  for  the  Mississippi  ^p-  Ark.,  voiced  concern  that  Baptists 
of  its  findings.  Mississippi  Baptists  tist  Convention  Board.  Vaughn  asked  stay  centered  on  sharing  the  gospel 
await  release  of  the  findings  pending  Swinford  of  the  possibility  of  linking,  worldwide  rather  than  “focused  upon 
official  response  from  Carey  trustees.  Swinford  responded  favorably  and  one  individual  or  one  couple  or  one 
The  Executive  Commit!^  voted  a  ‘  (Continued  on  page  5)  cause.  What  we’re  about  is  much 


Missionary  candidates’ 
appointment  turned  down 


Mississippi  will  enter 
partnership  with  Illinois 


know  that  what  we  did  had  deep 
ramifications  to  the  family  as  well  as 
those  within  our  denomination  who 
feel  that  women  in  the  ministry  are 
not  getting  a  fair  look.” 

Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R. 
Keith  F^rks  said  the  trustee  commit¬ 
tee’s  vote  against  the  Penningtons  was 
“one  of  those  rather  rare  instances 
where  the  judgment  of  the  committee 
differed  from  the  recommendation  of 
the  staff.” 

Trustees  override  a  staff  recom¬ 
mendation  perhaps  once  or  twice  a 
year.  Parks  said :  ‘The  process  is  ex- 
( Continued  on  page  4) 


Greg  and  Katrina  Pennington 


In  Nevada  mission  thrust 


1,000  professions  of  faith  recorded 


Missionary  candidates’  appointment  rejected 


Clay  Gibson,  DOM,  dies 


Six  months  giving  reaches  $9,434,410 


Clay  Gibson,  62,  director  of  missions  Seminary, 
for  New  Choctaw  Baptist  Association,  He  was  director  of  missions  since 
died.  ,  1968,  going  to  that  position  from  the 

The  funeral  service  was  held  July  pastorate  of  Pearl  River  Church 
8  at  Mt.  Zion  Indian  Baptist  Church,  where  he  served  1984-88.  Earlier 
Carthage,  with  burial  at  Red  Water  pastorates  included  Choctaw  Central, 
Cemetery.  Mt.  Zion,  McAlester  Church  in 

Gibson,  the  first  Choctaw  to  hold  the  Oklahoma,  Macedonia,  and  Old  Ca- 
director  of  missions  post  for  the  In-  naan,  Bethany,  and  Calvary, 
dian  association,  was  a  native  of  He  has  been  a  Choctaw  tribal  coun- 
Leake  County.  He  was  a  graduate  of  cil  member  and  chairman. 

Clarke  College  and  Mississippi  Col-  Gibson  is  survived  by  his  wife 
lege  and  earned  the  master  of  divini-  Margie  Billy  Gibson.  They  have  three 
ty  degree  from  Southwestern  grown  children. 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $1,573,642  ches  in  Mississippi  was  $9,434,410. 
through  the  Coo^rative  Program  in  This  amount  is  $61,339  more  than  that 
June,  according  to  an  announcement  given  in  the  same  period  of  1988. 
by  Earl  Kelly,  executive  director- 

treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  However,  with  half  of  the  budget 
Convention  Board  which  channels  the  year  gone,  less  than  half  of  the  budget 
funds  for  the  churches.  has  been  given.  The  198a Cooperative 

The  total  giving  for  the  first  six  Pn^am  budget  is  $20,103,541.  That 
months  of  1989  from  the  nearly  2,000  given  so  far  is  $556,022  less  than  half 
participating  Southern  Baptist  chur-  the  total  needed. 


BAPTISTRIES 

^  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 
FREE  1-800-2S 1-0679 
TNXALL  collect  61S-87S-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

SSI  I  HIXSON PIKE'CHArTANOOGA.  TN374IS 


Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types,  fiction,  non  fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  eO  page  brochure  H- 101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34St  .New  York.  N.Y  lOOOl 


WADECO  STUDIOS 


P.O.  Boil  773 
Blakely,  Georgia  31723 

STAKED  GLASS  -  PAINTING  .  RENOVATION 
waterproofing  ■  STEEPLE  WORK 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Man  Winirlo  stained  glass,  carpet. 
V«lll  VVIIIBie  steeples,  lighting. 

C  h  U  rc  h  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


EAGLE  MOTORCOACH,  46 
passenger,  4  speed  manual.  Model 
10  caps  front  and  rear,  new  up¬ 
holstery,  reclining  seats  with  ad¬ 
justable  head  and  foot  rests.  Call 
John  Cline  601/981-6969. 


YOUTH  DIRECTORS  —  Make 
reservations  for  your  group  at  “All 
Night  Skate”  August  4  during  Youth 
Night  in  Jackson.  Lakeland  Skat¬ 
ing  Center,  (601)  932-5323. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  (601) 
693-4451. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  &  stay  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $8 
tickets,  new  grilled/burger- 
cookout,  and  breakfast  —  ALL  for 
$23  each!  Call  501-253-8418  today! 


CHURCH  COMPUTER  SYSTEM: 
Includes  personal  computer, 
printer,  software  and  training.  Call 
John  Hardy  (601)  323-6033. 


CENTER  RIDGE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Yazoo  City,  has  for  sale: 
1973  B600  Ford  bus.  330  cu.  in. 
engine.  Two  speed  axle.  New  paint, 
blue  and  red  or  white.  Ready  for 
the  name  of  your  church  or  organi¬ 
zation.  Good  running  conduion, 
upholstery  in  excellent  condition. 
Inis  bus  is  no  junker,  it  is  ready  for 
use.  Call  746-6792  or  746-1528. 


HAMMOND  CONSOLE  ORGAN. 
Value  $1,795.  Ideal  for  small 
church  or  rehearsal.  469-4751  or 
362-5252. 


Supreme  Court; 


Congress  may  not 
ban  dial-a-porn” 


WMU  leadership  training  set 
for  August  at  Camp  Garaywa 


By  Kathy  Palen 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Congress  compelling 
may  not  ban  all  dial-a-porn,  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  has  rul^. 

In  an  opinion  issued  June  23,  the 
high  court  upheld  a  congressional  [Ht)- 
hibition  against  obscene  interstate 
commercial  telephone  communica¬ 
tions  but  struck  down  a  ban  against 
indecent  messages. 

The  legal  dispute  arose  over  a  1988 
amendment  to  the  Communications 
Act  of  1988  that  imposed  an  outright 
ban  on  all  —  indecent,  as  well  as 
obscene  —  dial-a-pom.  F^tiponents  of 
the  amendment  claimed  it  was 
necessary  to  guarantee  minors  would 
not  have  access  to  such  sexuaUy  ex¬ 
plicit  messages. , 

Sable  Communications  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  a  firm  that  offers  sexually 
oriented  pre-recorded  telephone 
messages  to  callers  in  and  outside  the 
Los  A^eles  area,  filed  suit  in  the  U.S. 

District  Court  for  the  Central  District 
of  California,  charging  the  amended 
statute  was  unconstitutional  and  seek¬ 
ing  an  injunction  to  keep  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  and 
Justice  Department  from  enforcing 
the  law. 

The  district  court  upheld  the  pro¬ 
hibition  of  obscene  telephone 
messages  as  constitutional  but  found 
the  prohibition  of  indecent  messages 
to  be  unconstitutional. 

In  writing  fw  the  high  court.  Justice 
Byron  R.  White  said  the  constitution 
has  no  prohibition  against  Congress’ 
banning  the  interstate  transmission  of 
obscene  commercial  telephone 
recordings. 

Also,  such  a  ban  “no  more 
establishes  a  ‘national  standard’  of 
obscenity  than  do  federal  statutes  (Ht>- 
hibiting  the  mailing  of  obscene 
materials  or  the  broadcasting  of 
obscene  messages,”  White  wrote. 

But  the  court  rejected  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  argument  that  nothing  shcnt  of 
a  total  bkn  on  dial-a-pom  could  pre¬ 
vent  children  from  gaining  access  to 
such  messages. 

Although  the  government  has  a 


„  interest  in  protecting 
children  from  exposure  to  indecent 
dial-a-pora  messages.  White  said,  the 
Cmnmunications  Act  amendment  was 
not  drawn  narrowly  enough  to  avoid 
violating  the  First  Amendment. 

“It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  the 
government’s  ends  are  compelling; 
the  means  must  be  carefully  tailored 
to  achieve  those  ends,”  he  wrote. 

The  court  drew  a  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  the  case  in  question  and  a  1978 
disiMte  —  FCC  v.  Pacifica  Foundation 
—  in  which  the  court  considered 
whether  the  FCC  has  the  power  to 
regulate  a  radio  broadcast  mat  is  in¬ 
decent  but  not  obscene. 


God  bless  the 
taxi  drivers 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
ed  ri^t  toward  a  personal  witness  of 
faith  in  Christ  and  how  I  could  know 
Christ  as  my  Saviour. 

“No,  I  really  don’t,”  I  answerd 
honestly.  “How  does  G<xl  help  you?” 

He  told  me,  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart.  Not  with  professional  clarity  or 
polished  words,  but  with  sincerity  that 
was  overwhelming. 

Before  he  could  ask  me  if  I  had  that 
kind  of  relationship  with  Christ,  the 
ride  suddenly  was  over.  We  were  at  the 
door  of  the  hotel.  There  were  taxis 
behind,  anxious  to  unload  their  cargo 
and  pick  up  some  more.  I  was  late  for 
a  meeting.  My  driver  had  other  peo¬ 
ple  waiting.  The  doorman  had  popped 
open  my  door. 

“I  know  him  as  my  Saviour,”  I  said 
quickly  as  I  stepped  out  the  door.  “He 
helps  me,  too  Keep  telling  your  story.” 

Realizing  how  much  I  needed  to 
hear  that  testimony,  I  exhorted  him, 
“Keep  giving  that  testimony.  'There 
are  a  lot  of  Southern  Baptists  in  town 
who  need  to  hear  it.” 

Lynn  Clayton  is  editor  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Message  in  Louisiana. 


World  Ministries 
organizes  in  Vegas 


By  Art  Toalston 


LAS  VEGAS,  Nev;  (BP)  -  'The 
Fellowship  of  Baptist  World  Ministries 
was  organized  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev., 
June  15,  with  its  leaders  pledging 
close  cooperation  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Forei^  Mission  Board  and 
overseas  Baptist  bodies. 

'The  aim  of  the  fellowship  is  greater 
unity  in  Southern  Baptist  world 
evangelization  efforts,  organizers 
said. 

The  fellowship  would  encompass  as 
many  as  70  organizations  fowled  by 
and  involving  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  and  laypeople  in  a  ranue  of 
overseas  efforts,  said  the  fellowship’s 
first  president,  W.H.  (Dub)  Jackson. 

Jackson  is  president  of  World 
Evangelism  Foundation  of  Dallas. 

Leaders  of  the  15  charter  member 
organizations  in  the  new  fellowship 
have  “a  desire  to  cooperate  with  the 
total  program  of  Southern  Baptists  all 
over  the  world,”  Jackson  said. 

'The  organizational  meeting  follow¬ 
ed  two  other  gatherings  of  represen¬ 


tatives  of  the  Southern  Baptist-related 
ministries.  The  first,  Feb.  7  of  this 
year,  was  initiated  by  the  president  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  R.  Keith 
Parks,  who  voiced  a  concern  for 
greater  understanding  and  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  denomination’s  mis¬ 
sions  agency  and  the  various  indepen¬ 
dent  groups. 

Bill  O’Brien,  the  Foreign  Misison 
Board’s  executive  vice  president,  said, 
"This  (new  fellowship)  represents  a 
further  step  in  the  dialogue  and 
mutual  undmtanding  of  the  roles  and 
ministries  of  each  entity  —  and  how 
all' these  resources  can  be  brought  to 
bear  in  a  more  effective  way  on  world 
evangelization.” 

The  organization’s  mailing  address 
will  be  1204  South  Third,  Suite  A, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  40203. 

O’Brien  will  be  the  Foreira  Mission 
Board’s  liaison  to  the  new  fellowship, 
and  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  will  be  its 
pastor  adviser. 


lb  (irovide  leadership  training  op- 
portunities  for  every  person  who  will 
assume  WMU  responsibilities  for 
1989-90,  the  State  WMU  Department 
will  offer  several  sessimis  from  which 
to  choose.  Day,  evening,  and  an  over¬ 
night  are  the  three  options.  “Leaders 
are  urged  to  choose  the  most  conve¬ 
nient  session  and  come  to  Camp 
Garaywa  in  August.  Elach  session 
follows  the  same  format,”  states 
Ashley  McCaleb,  consultant,  WMU. 

Choices  include  a  day  session, 
August  7,  8,  9,  10,  or  12  from  9:00 
a.m.-2:30  p.m.;  an  evening  session, 
August  7  or  8,  from  6:30-9  p.m.  (Sup¬ 
per  at  5:30  is  available  in  reservation. 
Contact  the  WMU  office  at  968-3800  or 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
Deadline  is  Au^t  3. ) ;  a  WMU  Over¬ 
night,  August  11-12.  Registration  4 
p.m.,  supper  at  6  on  Friday.  The  Satur¬ 
day  session  concludes  at  2:30.  Cost  is 
$20  per  person.  Make  reservations 
through  the  WMU  office.  Those  who 
cannot  attend  any  of  the  weekday  or 
evening  sessions  or  the  entire  Over¬ 
night  may  choose  Saturday  only. 

Highli^ts  of  each  day  session, 
9-9:30  a.m.,  will  be  an  informal  time 
for  chatting  with  missionaries 
Charles  and  Indy  Whitten,  retired 
from  Elquatorial  Guinea  and  Spain, 
and  Ralph  and  Gena  Calcote,  retired 
from  Japan. 

The  Calcotes  will  also  share 
background  and  curios  on  Japan,  the 
1989  Foreign  Mission  study  focus,  dur¬ 
ing  each  session.  Bring  a  camera. 

The  Baptist  Book  Store  will  be  open 
at  some  time  during  each  session. 
Conferees  will  need  a  manual  and  a 
new  WMU  Year  Book. 

The  following  conferences,  led  by 
experienced  leaders,  will  be  a  major 
part  of  each  session,  along  with  ex¬ 


change  of  experiences  and  ideas 
among  conferees. 

Age-Level  Conferences: 

WMU:  WMU  Directors,  Roberta 
Johnston,  Brookhaven;  WMU 
Secretaries,  Marjean  Patterson, 
WMU  staff,  Jackson  (offered 
separately  for  the  first  time) ;  Enlist¬ 
ment/Enlargement  Directors,  Joan 
Tyler,  Collins  (first  time  separately) ; 
Mission  Study  Directors,  Faye 
Sanders,  Holly  Springs;  Mission  Sup¬ 
port  Directors,  Pe^  Hu^,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Mission  Action  Directors, 
Marty  Perkins,  Moss  Point. 

Baptist  Women:  Presidents,  Bobbie 
Travis,  Hattiesburg;  Inexperienced 
Presidents  (Tuesday  day  session), 
Janet  Murray,  Jackson;  Baptist 
Women  Direchxs/Secretaries,  A^ey 
McCaleb,  WMU  staff,  Jackson  (first 
time  offered  separately);  Mission 
Study  CTiairmen/Group  Leaders,  Vi¬ 
vian  Tbylor,  Clara;  Mission  Support 
Chairmen/Group  Leader^  Rose  Mary 
Montgomery,  Forest;  Mission  Action 
Chairmen/(jroup  Leaders,  Rebecca 
Williams,  Gautier. 

Baptist  Young  Women:  All  Officers, 
Joy  Yates,  Yazoo  City;  Monica 
Keathley,  WMU  staff,  Jackson. 

Acteens:  Inexperienced  Directors/ 
Leaders,  Jan  Cossitt,  WMU  staff, 
Jackson;  Experience  Directors/ 
Leaders,  Diane  White,  Meridian. 

Girls  in  Action:  Inexperienced 
Directors/Leaders,  Tbni  Kee,  Wood- 
ville;  Experienced  Directms/Leaders, 
Pat  Crews,  New  Albany. 

Mission  Friends:  Inexperienced 
Directors/Leaders,  Trish  Simmons, 
WMU  staff,  Jackson;  Experienced 
Directors/Leaders,  Betty  Barber, 
Clinton  (first  time  offered 
separately). 


Chul^ch  Admin,  will  offer 
‘^^Back  to  School”  conference 


Just  in  time  for  the  start  of  the 
school  year  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  Department  offers  a  “Back  to 
School”  clinic  in  the  northern  part  of 
Mississippi. 

This  conference  will  center  in  on 
children’s  needs,  classroom  techni¬ 
ques,  and  suggestions  for  the  b^t  use 
of  the  curriculum  to  meet  the  early 
learning  needs  of  preschoolers. 

TTiis  year  that  “Back  to  School” 
conference  is  hosted  by  First  Church, 
Grenada,  on  Aug.  8.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  a  registration  blank  please 
call  or  write  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  Department  of  the  Mississippi 


Baptist  Convention  Board,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205,  telephone  — 
968-3800. 

'Two  other  statewide  conferences 
are  planned  each  year.  The  Church 
Weekday  Education  Conference  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  has  just 
concluded  for  1989.  The  1990  con¬ 
ference  dates  for  this  three  day  con¬ 
ference  are  July  23-25. 

Each  spring  a  Saturday  clinic  is 
provided  in  Jackson.  The  attendance 
for  this  meeting  topped  400  this  year. 
Next  spring  this  meeting  will  be 
hosted  by  Colonial  Heights  Church, 
Jackson,  on  March  3,  1990. 


Mississippi  will  enter 
partnership  with  Illinois 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
noted  that  Illinois  has  11.6  million  peo¬ 
ple  with  about  160,000  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  “Illinois  ne^  prayer,  people 
and  financial  resources,”  wrote 
Swinford. 

Possibilities  for  projects  include 
construction  teams  for  churches  and 
state  camp  upgrading,  leaders  for 
conferences,  sharing  multi-media  and 
computer  expertise,  choir  tours  and 
mission  Vacation  Bible  School  groups, 
and  personal  fellowship. 

The  Church  Training  Department 
was  authorized  by  £e  Executive 
Committee  to  immediately  begin  us¬ 
ing  the  new  name  Discipleship  Train¬ 
ing  Department,  as  requested  by 
department  director  Mose  Danger- 
field.  Both  the  Sunday  School  Board 


and  the  SBC  meeting  in  Las  Vegas 
authorized  the  change  for  the  national 
program.  Officially,  the  name  change 
in  Mississippi  must  go  through  con¬ 
stitutional  revision. 

Action  of  the  Committee  from 
January  authorizing  a  retirement  din¬ 
ner  and  automobile  gift  for  Earl  Kel¬ 
ly  was  entered  in  the  minutes  with  the 
two  projects  having  cost  $26,284.92. 
Another  $3,352.18  was  taken  from 
Fund  Balance  to  pay  for  attendance 
by  37  persons  who  attended  a  Witness¬ 
ing,  Giving  Life  Seminar  either  at 
Ridgecrest  or  Glorieta  last  year.  And 
Bill  Causey  was  authorized  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  car  for  up  to  $18,500  with  the 
money  coming  from  Fund  Balance 
and  $10,000  being  returned  on  sale  of 
Earl  Kelly’s  present  automobile 
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pearl  river  glass  studio 
Jackson.  MS  (601)  353-2497 


FOR  CHARTER  jn  i  I  ITTn~\ 
OR  RENT  “ 

25  -  OP  47  - 
PassoRger  buses 
BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb.  MS  601-684-2900 
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1  Nhu  Barker,  ManaBer*8S6'2524 
226  Highwav  SI  N.^Ridgeland.  MS 
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Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example;  Male,  60,  non-sntoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  por  mo. 

Call  Don  Maheffey 
9:30am  to  4;30pm  ET  Mon.-FrI. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 


Is  your  churcl 


Van  Winkle  Church  Furnishings 
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Baptistries 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

^  price,  birxjing  and  style  to  meet  every' 
need.  Quality  worKmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  lotder. 

" Intvnationally  known  spocmiiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  3es.C  —  Oreenweed.  Mtae.  SaSM 


Bob  YVbotan 

Moving  &  Storage,  a9eiii 

Jackson,  MS 
Collect  (601)  922-1241 
Complete  service. 


SBC  adopts  ten  resolutions 


LAS  VEGAS.  Nev.  (BP)  -  After  a 
40-minute  delay  of  a  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  business  session  on  resolutions 
due  to  lack  of  a  quorum,  messengers 
to  the  132nd  session  of  the  Souttem 
Baptist  Convention  adopted  with 
almost  no  changes  10  resolutions  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Ri^lutions  Committee. 

The  lack  of  a  quorum  was  a  Hrst  fw 
an  SBC  meeting  since  a  25  percent 
quorum  rule  was  established,  effec¬ 
tive  with  the  1988  convention  hieeting. 

Resolutions  on  racism  and  en¬ 
couraging  laws  regulating  abortioii. 
generated  the  most  debate  before 
messengers  adopteek^a  motion  by 
Rudy  Yakym  of  Mishawauka,  Ind.,  to 
limit  discussion  to  five  minutes  per 
resolution. 

After  the  adoption  of  three  resolu¬ 
tions,  a  motion  by  (Jerald  Harris  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  to  adopt  the  remain¬ 
ing  seven  resolutions  as  a  body  failed 
13  votes.  The  vote  was  2,648  to  2,635. 

The  following  ten  were  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  I  — 

On  Appreciatioa  for  Nevada  Baptist  Host 

WHEREAS,  The  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  is  meeting  in  Las  Vegas;  Nevwia.  June  IS¬ 
IS,  1989,  in  commitment  to  our  fellotv  Baptists 
in  the  West;  and 

WHEREAS,  At  the  behest  of  our  Home 
Mission  Board  with  its  strong  emphasis  on 
evangelism  and  personal  soul-winning,  many 
Baptists  participated  in  an  intense  outreach 
effort  to  the  people  of  Nevada;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  openness  to  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  was  manifested  by  the  people  of  Nevada 
to  this  effort; 


Resolution  Na  3  — 

On  Encouraging  Laws  Regulating  Abortion 

WHEREAS,  Southern  Baptists  have  histori¬ 
cally  upheld  the  sanaity  and  worth  of  all 
human  life,  both  bom  and  pre-bom,  as  being 
created,  in  the  image  of  C^;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  messct^ers  to  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
during  the  past  decade  have  repeatedly 
teafTirmed  their  opposition  to  legaliz^  abor¬ 
tion,  except  in  cases  where  the  mother's  life 
is  immediately  threatened;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Stales  in  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wide  decision,  and 
its  progeny,  denied  the  right  of  the  fifty  sute 
legislatures  and  the  Congress  to  protect  the  pre- 
bom  child  by  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Court  may  now  be  willing 
to  permit  the  states  and  the  Congress  once 
again  to  enact  legislation  regulating  and  res¬ 
tricting  abortion. 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the 
messengers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
meeting  in  Las.  Vegas,  June  13-13,  1989,  do 
strongly  urge  the  fifty  state  legislatures  and  the 
Cotigress  to  enact  legislation  to  restrict  the 
practice  of  induced  abonion;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  and  the  various 
sute  Baptist  conventions,  and  their  Christian 
Life  Committees,  affiliated  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  actively  to  promou  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  such  legislation;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  do  reaf¬ 
firm  our  opposition  to  legalized  abortion,  and 
our  support  of  appropriate  federal  and  sute 
Inislation  and/or  constitutional  amendment 
wnich  will  prohibit  abortion  except  to  prevent 
the  imminent  death  of  the  mother. 


Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we  the 
messengers  of  this  132nd  session  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  do  express  our 
appreciation  to  our  Nevada  Baptist  hosu  and 
encourage  them  to  continue  in  the  bold 
penetration  of  Nevada  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Rctohitioa  No,  2  — 

On  Radsm 

WHEREAS,  Southern  Baptists  have  not 
alw^  clearly  stood  for  racial  justice  and 
equality;  and  WHEREAS,  The  growth  in  the 
racial  and  ethnic  population  of  Southern  Baptist 
life  is  a  strong  indicator  of  our  growing 
diversity;  and  . 

WHEREAS,  The  Bible  affirms  BtM  alt . 
people  are  creased  in  the  image  ofGoil  and  are 
therefore  equal;  and  WHEREAS,  All  people 
need  a  saving  relationship  with  God  through 
Jesus  Christ; 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we  the 
messengers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  June  13-13, 
1989,  affirm  our  intention  of  sunding  publicly 
and  privately  lor  racial  justice  and  equality. 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  repent 
of  any  past  bigotry  and  pray  for  those  who  are 
still  caught  in  its  clutches;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  bear 
witness  to  the  devastating  impact  of  racism;  and 

Be  it  Airther  RESOLVED,  That  we  call  upon 
individual  Southern  Baptists  as  well  as  our 
churches,  to  reach  across  racial  boundaries, 
establishing  fraternal  rather  than  paternal 
frieralships;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  en¬ 
courage  Southern  Baptist  churches  to  observe 
Race  Relations  Sundiy;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  our  agen¬ 
cies  ami  institutions  seek  diligently  to  bring 
about  greater  racial  and  ethnic  represenution 
at  every  level  of  Southern  Baptist  institutional 
life;  and 

And  be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  as 
Southern  Baptists  renew  our  commitment  to 
share  the  Gmpel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  every 
individual  in  obedience  to  The  Great 
Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 


Rcaohatioa  Na.4  — 

On  KtwmI  Mhdrtry  of  tlM  Ifeopic  of  God 

WHEREAS,  1988-89  is  the  Yhar  of  the  Lai¬ 
ty  in  Evangelism  and  Discipleship,  sponsored 
1^  the  Brotherhood  Commission,  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  and  Woman's  Missiotary  Union; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Market  Place  Evangelism  and 
Market  Place  Ministry  ate  trujor  emphases  of 
the  Brotherhood  Conunission  and  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  1990-91;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  years  1991-2000  have  been 
designated  as  the  Decade  of  the  Laity  by  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  and  Home  Mission 
fiunrd;  and 

WHEREAS,  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  focused 
on  world  evangelization  by  the  year  2000;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  countries  of  the  world  are 
closed  to  traditional  missions  approaches  while 
remaining  open  to  the  influence  of  the  people 
of  God  as  they  practice  their  vocational  skills 
in  said  countries;  and 

WHEREAS.  All  believers  in  Jesus  Christ  are 
called  to  salvation,  sanaification  and  service 
and  are  gifted  for  ministry  to  accomplish  the 
work  of  God  throughout  the  world; 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED.  That  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  June  13-13,  1989,  eiKourage  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  to  exercise  their  gifts  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  ministries  to  which  God  has  called  them. 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  the  people 
of  God  join  hands  and  hearts  in  proclaiming 
the  gopel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  the  world, 
recognizing  that  no  single  group  of  believers 
can  do  it  alone. 

Rcsointioii  No.  S  — 

On  Integrity 

WHEREAS.  Issues  of  ethics  and  integrity 
have  become  more  prevalent  ut  recent  d^;  and 

WHEREAS.  Some  leaders  in  the  public  are¬ 
nas  of  politics,  business,  government,  acade¬ 
mia  and  religion  have  been  exposed  as  lack¬ 
ing  integrity; 

Be  it  RESOLVED.  That  we  the  messengers 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in 


Las  Nbgas,  Nevada,  June  13-13.  1989,  affltm  our 
own  unswerving  commitment  to  absolute  per- 
soiuil  integrity  so  that  we  might  be  an  exam¬ 
ple  to  the  world  and  not  bring  reproach  on  the 
name  of  Christ; 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  affirm 
the  absolute  necessity  of  Christians  beiiig  above 
reproach,  honest,  trustworthy,  and  morally 
pure. 

And,  be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  af¬ 
firm  the  Christian  numdate  to  "be  holy  as  the 
Lord  is  holy.” 

Rcsolutioa  Na  4  — 

On  Designating  1990  as  the  “Internationa) 
Vear  of  Bible  ReatUng” 

WHEREAS,  Baptists  have  been  called  a  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Book  and  the  Book  is  the  Bible;  and 

WHEREAS,  Baptists  believe  that  the  Bible 
is  the  inspired  written  record  of  God's  revela¬ 
tion  to  men;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  Bible  has  made  a  unique 
contribution  in  shaping  the  United  States  as  a 
distinctive  and  blessed  Nation  and  people;  and 

WHEREAS,  Deeply  held  religious  convic¬ 
tions  springing  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  led 
to  the  early  settlement  of  our  Nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  our  great  national 
leaders  paid  tribute  to  the  imporunt  influence 
the  Bible  has  had  in  the  development  of  our 
Nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  History  illustrates  the  value  of 
voluntarily  applying  the  teachings  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  in  the  lives  of  individuals,  families,  and 
societies,  and 

'WHEREAS,  The  Bible  provides  a  trujor 
source  of  hope  Ibr  the  poor  and  repressed  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  renewing  of  Imowledge  and 
ftiith  in  God  through  Scripture  reading  can 
strengthen  imertutiotul  relationships;  and 

WHEREAS.  Numerous  individuals,  organi¬ 
zations  and  denomirutions  around  the  world  are 
joining  hands  to  encourage  international  Bible 
reading  in  1990; 

.  Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That  we.  the 
messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas.  Nevada.  June  13-16, 
1989,  call  upon  Southern  Baptists  to  recognize 
the  imporunce  of  reading  through  the  entire 
Bible;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED.  That  Southern 
Baptists  panicipate  in  and  encourage  interna¬ 
tional  Bible  reading  in  1990. 

Resolution  Na  7  — 

On  “Here’s  Hope^^esus  Cares  for  You" 

WHEREAS,  our  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  set  aside  the  fell  of  1989  and  the  spring 
of  1990  ft>r  the  Here's  Hope  Jesus  Cares  for  Tbu 
simuluneous  revival  emphasis;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  door  of  rev'ival  and  spiritu¬ 
al  awakening  swings  on  the  hinges  of  repentance, 
feith  and  concerted  prayer  by  God's  people,  and 

W'HEREAS.  Our  nation  evinces  increasing 
need  of  revival;  and 

WHEREAS.  A  nationwide  simultaneous  re¬ 
vival  emphasis  presses  to  the  fotefront  the  peren¬ 
nial  priority  of  evangelism  through  the  use  of 
the  Evangelistic  People  Search  and  Scripture 
distribution  lo  locale  prospeos,  trainir^  of  soul 
winners,  suriing  of  new  churches,  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  existing  churches,  and  conduaing  of  har¬ 
vest  revivals,  all  undergirded  by  Spirit  empo¬ 
wered  prayer,  and 

WHEREAS.  The  Here's  Hope  emphasis 
provides  Southern  Baptists  one  of  the  greatest 
opportunities  in  history  to  declare  lo  our  nation 
there  is  hope  ftir  every  person  in  every  situa¬ 
tion  for  every  need  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Ibr 
He  cates  for  them  and  so  do  Southern  Baptists. 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED.  That  every 
church  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  be 
encouraged  lo  pray  daily  for  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing  in  our  land,  conduct  at  least  one  soul  win¬ 
ning  training  event  in  the  next  year,  challenge 
every  Southern  Baptist  m  wia  at  least  one  per¬ 


son  to  Christ  and  panicipate  fully  in  the  Here’s 
Hope,  Jesus  Cares  for  You  nationwide  simul¬ 
uneous  revival  emphasis. 

Resolution  Na  8  — 

On  Drunk  Driving 

WHEREAS.  24,000  Americans  were  killed 
and  another  334J)00  were  seriously  injured  in 
1988  in  alcohol-related  traffic  accidents;  and 

WHEREAS.  An  estimated  2  million  people 
were  arrested  for  drunk  driving  last  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  Almost  two  in  every  five  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  be  involved  in  an  alcohol-related 
accident  at  some  time  in  their  lives;  and 

WHEREAS,  Numerous  annual  meetings 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  spo¬ 
ken  about  the  destructive  effects  of  alcoholic 
beverages  and  the  need  for  legislative  action. 

Therdbre,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the 
messengers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas.  Nevada,  June  13-13,  1989. 
express  our  strong  support  for  the  recommen¬ 
dations  on  drunk  driving  received  by  the  U.S. 
Congress  which  call  for  an  increased  excise  tax 
on  alcoholic  beverages,  a  sharp  and  immediate 
reduction  in  the  legal  blood-alcohol  limits,  an 
elimination  of  “happy  hours,”  a  halt  to  the  use 
of  celebrities  which  imply  a  link  between  drink¬ 
ing  and  athletic,  social  and  sexual  success,  and 
a  formation  of  a  natiottal  coalition  to  conduct 
a  national  campaign  against  drunk  driving;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  urge 
Southern  Baptist  individuals,  churches,  and  state 
conventiotu  to  contact  immediately  their  U.S. 
Representatives  and  Semtors,  asking  them  to 
give  leadership  to  and  resources  for  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  said  recommendations  that  they 
have  recently  received;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  to  work  vigorously 
and  in  cooperation  with  other  groups  to  suppon 
the  recommendations  and  others  to  reduce  the 
human  wrecktge  resulting  from  drunk  driving. 

Rcsolutioa  Na  9  — 

On  China  and  In  Support  of  Chinese 
ChrfetiaBs 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  China  have  once 
again  been  plunged  into  sorrow  through  inter¬ 
nal  violence  and  bloodshed;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  CTiristians  of  China  have 
repeatedly  affirmed  their  suppon  for  the  basic 
aspirations  for  peace,  justice,  progress  and  full 
free  expression;  and 

WHEREAS,  Study  and  work  abroad  is  caus¬ 
ing  the  pain  of  separation  for  Chinese  femilies 
during  the  crisis. 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED.  That  we  call  on 
all  Southern  Baptists  to  pray: 

—  that  all  panics  involved  may  work  for  a 
peaceful  solution  to  the  current  crisis  in  China 
which  will  provide  the  climate  for  peace,  open¬ 
ness  and  democratic  reform; 

—  for  church  leaders  in  China  and  for  all  Chi¬ 
nese  Christians  in  their  commitment  to  be  salt, 
light  and  leaven  in  the  dynamic  processes  of 
change, 

~  fof  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  throughout  all 
China  as  feithful  Chinese  Christians  share  their 
witness  and  God  “uses  all  thirds  to  briiy  about 
His  good." 

RcMdutfon  Na  N- 
On  Drugs  and  VMence 

WHEREAS.  Illegal  drug  irafTic  (particular¬ 
ly  crack  cocaine)  has  accelerated  over  the  past 
two  years  at  an  alarming  rate;  and 

WHEREAS.  Deaths  idaied  to  drug  ovetdotes 
(particularly  crack  cocaine)  have  continued  to 
rise  taking  the  lives  of  people  that  matter  to  God; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Drug  related  violence  has  esca¬ 
lated  in  our  nation  to  the  extent  that  people  are 
at  risk  on  the  streets  of  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  Drug  related  violent  deaths  in 
some  of  our  major  cities  are  almost  double  the 
rate  at  this  point  a  year  ago;  and 


WHEREAS,  The  consumption  of  the  drug 
crack  cocaine  has  become  a  major  evil  and  mor¬ 
al  menace  to  people  from  our  nation's  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  to  adult  executives  in  corporate 
America. 

^  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas.  Nevada: 

P  Urge  local,  sute  and  federal  governments 
to  esublish  a  usk  force  to  address  these 
problems. 

2)  Urge  all  school  systems  in  the  United  Sutes 
to  educate  every  student  about  the  dangers  of 
drug  use  arid  enforce  tight  restrictions  on  drug 
use  in  our  schools. 

3)  Call  upon  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
to  close  the  White  House  to  celebrities  whose 
lifestyles  would  promote  approval  and  accep- 
unce  of  drug  use. 

4)  Encourage  phanruceutical  companies  to 
restrict,  where  possible,  the  sale  of  chemicals 
and  materials  used  to  produce  illicit  drugs. 

3)  Encourage  the  etiteruinment  industry  to 
exercise  responsibility  by  not  producing  record¬ 
ings,  videos  or  movies  that  promote,  endorse 
or  condone  drug  use  or  violence. 

6)  Encourage  families  to  serve  as  education¬ 
al  units  to  prepare  children  to  deal  with  issues 
of  drugs  a^,  violence. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions,  Mark  Ck>ppenger,  Resolutions 
Committee  chairman,  said  he  felt  the 
committee  succeeded  in  its  goal  of 
bringing  resolutions  on  which 
messengers  could  agree. 

Messengers  [apposed  51  resolutions 
which  were  considered  Ijy  the  com¬ 
mittee  along  with  three  motions  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Order  of  Business  Com¬ 
mittee  and  later  ruled  resolutions,  for 
a  total  of  54. 

Other  resolutions 
offered 

1.  On  Covnuntini  Suppon  of  the  Church  and 
People  of  South  Africa  in  their  Stand  lor 
Freedom 

(David  Waugh.  Kumford,  Rhode  Island) 

No  action  taken.  _ 

2.  On  Changing  the  Name  of  the  Convention 
(Jim  Guenther.  Schenectady,  New  Ybrk) 

No  action  taken. 

3  On  HalkM«en 

(Leo  Lytle.  Pinevilk.  Louisiana) 

No  action  taken 

4.  On  Halloween 

(Ray  Johnson.  Destin.  Florida) 

No  action  taken. 

3.  On  Warning  of  Perestroika 

(Randall  J.  Runions,  Ethridge.  Tennessee) 

No  action  taken 

6  On  Peace 

(D.  Montoya.  Graveite.  Arkansas) 

No  action  taken. 

7.  On  Support  for  Cooperative  Program 
(Kiely  D.  Ybung.  Greenvilk,  Mississippi) 

No  action  taken. 

8  On  Coafessing  jAcism 

(Jim  HoHady.Louisvilk.  Kentucky) 

See  Resolution  No.  2 

9.  On  Condemning  Government  Funding  of 
Immoral  Practices 

(Kirk  Shrewsbury,  Tlilsa.  Oklahoma) 

No  action  taken. 

n.  On  Dominion  Over  Outer  Space 
(Ruftis  Higginbotham,  Dallu.  Texas) 

No  action  taken. 

11.  On  Churches  and  Staff  Conflict 
(Gerald  Klers.  Carnegie.  Oklahoma) 

No  action  taken 

12.  On  the  PneatJiood  of  the  Believer 
(Hugh  tktembk.  Kansas  City,  Missouri) 

No  action  taken. 

D.  On  Suppon  of  Improving  Educational 
Opporiunities 

(Bob  James.  Corpus  Christi.  Texas) 

No  aclioa  taken. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


Mississippian  to  plant 
church  in  Las  Vegas 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  P.  Griffin  took  up 
their  assignment  July  5  as  church 
planter  apprentices  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  SBC,  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.  The  church  they  anticipate 
planting  is  one  of  25  new  ones  envi¬ 
sioned  by  Southern  Baptists  for  that 
city. 

Pre-convention  revivals  and 
surveys  in  Las  Vegas  located  in¬ 
terest  residents  whom  the  Griffins 
plan  to  contact.  Also  they  will  work 
with  First  Baptist  Church,  Las  Vegas, 
which  will  “give”  them  two  families 
from  its  membership  to  help  begin  a 
new  congregation  in  expanding 
southwest  Las  Vegas. 

Mrs.  Griffin,  the  former  Amy 
Frederick,  is  a  Mississippian  who 
grew  up  on  the  foreign  mission  field 
of  Guadeloupe  with  her  parents, 
Wayne  and  Florence  Frederick.  (Her 
father  is  now  pastor  of  Jericho 
Oiurch,  Union  County.)  In  1979,  at 
Ridgecrest,  she  made  a  commitment 
to  missions.  She  is  a  1960  graduate  of 
Murrah  High  School,  Jackson,  and  a 
1985  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  with  majors  in 
computer  science  and  French. 

While  employed  by  Texas  In¬ 
struments  in  Dallas  and  General 
Dynamics,  Fort  Worth,  she  met  Eric 
Griffin,  a  student  at  Southwestern 
Seminary.  They  were  married  in  May, 
1988. 

In  her  early  teens,  Amy  helped  in 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  youth  ac¬ 
tivities  with  her  parents  on  &e  Carib¬ 
bean  French-speaking  island  of 
Guadeloupe. 

“Most  of  her  scripture  memoriza¬ 
tion  as  a  teenager  was  in  Frmch;  she 


still  falls  back  on  that  when  groping 
for  a  scripture  verse  Her  experience 
of  living  in  a  different  culture  may 
stand  her  in  good  stead  as  she 
tranplants  her  family  fnxn  Bifississip- 
pi/Ttecas/Georgia  to  Las  Vegas,”  said 
her  mother. 

Amy  plans  to  seek  employment  as 
an  advanced  computer  programmer 
and  will  involve  herself  as  much  as 
she  can  in  the  work  of  church 
planting. 

Eric,  who  grew  up  in  Perry,  Ga., 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Georgia.  He  majored  in  veterinary 
science  with  a  career  planned  in  that 
field  until  the  Lord  called  him  to 
preach.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  on  June  25,  1989,  by  Beech 
Haven  Baptist  (Zhurch,  Athens,  Ga. 
Wayne  Frederick,  his  father-in-law, 
gave  the  charge  to  the  candidate 

Tlteir  church  planting  in  Las  Vegas 
will  be  a  joint  enort  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  SBC;  First  Baptist 
Church,  Las  Ve^s;  the  Las  Vegas 
Baptist  Association;  and  an  Atlanta 
church  which  will  help  with  expenses 
involved  in  the  renting  of  a  building 
in  which  to  begin  the  anticipated  new 
church. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  gives  sup¬ 
port  for  two  yrars  to  such  new  efforts 
as  these,  anticipating  a  functicMiing 
church  at  the  end  of  such  time  The 
Griffins  say  they  sometimes  wonder, 
“Can  we  do  it  two  years  before  our  siq>- 
port  in  terminated?”  They  have  asked 
irayer  support  as  they  set  up 
>i^,  learn  their  way  about, 
begin  making  those  first  contacts,  and 
Amy  seeks  employment  to  supple¬ 
ment  their  inomie 


Staff  changes 


Amy  and  Eric  Griffin 

Homecomings 


Antioch,  Columbus:  July  16;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  9:45  a.m.;  morning  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.  with  preaching  by  former 
pastor  Joe  Joyner,  now  pastor  of 
Westmeade  Church,  Decatur,  Ala.; 
churchwide  luncheon,  noon;  Jimmy 
Harrington,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove,  Hazlehurst:  July  30; 
Old  Fashioned  Day  with  basket  lunch 
at  noon  in  Fellowship  Hall;  1:30  p.m., 
program,  special  singing;  Estus 
Mason,  interim  pastor. 

Off  the  Record 

Boss:  “Did  you  write  ‘Fragile— This 
Side  Up’  on  the  carton  before  shif^ 
ing  it  out?” 

Clerk:  “Yes,  sir.  And  to  make  sure 
that  everyone  saw  it,  I  marked  it  on 
all  six  sides.” 


Jack  Nazary  has  retired  from  West 
Jackson  Church,  Jackson,  as  pastor 
and  is  available  for  supply,  revivals, 
and  interim  pastor.  He  can  be  reach¬ 
ed  at  Route  5,  Box  125C,  Carthage,  MS 
39051.  The  telephone  numter  is 
267-8406. 

Cliff  Temple  Church,  Natchez,  has 
recently  called  B.  Don  Womble  as  its 
pastor.  He  is  the  former  pastor  of 
Causeyville  Church,  Lauderdale 
(bounty. 

Bobby  Wedgeworth  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  West  Gulfport  Church, 
Gulfport.  He  will  lead  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  work  in  the  Robinwood 
Forest  area. 


Juniper  Grove  Church,  Poplarville, 
has  called  Tim  Hawkins  as  minister 
of  music  and  youth.  He  is  attending 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport,  has 
called  Tim  Hisaw  as  full-time 
minister  of  education  and  youth.  He 
previously  served  the  church  as 
minister  of  youth  while  attending 
seminary. 

First  Church,  Pass  Christian,  has 
called  Don  Bearden  as  pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  June  18.  He  will  live  in  Mobile  un¬ 
til  his  wife,  Jan,  finishes  nursing 
school. 

LaVerne  Summerlin  moved  to  Con¬ 
cord  Church,  Pelahatchie,  as  pastor 
on  June  23.  He  served  Cooperville 
Church  in  Morton  for  thepast  four 
years.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Cuurke  Col¬ 
lege,  Blue  Mountain  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


Nabors 


Country  Woods  Church,  6737  Siwel 
Road,  Jackson,  has  called  Gary  M 
Bunch  as  its  first  full-time  pastor 
effective  July  2 
Bunch,  a  native  o: 
Starkvilie,  is  { 
^duate  of  Mis 
sissippi  StaU 
University  ant 
Southern  Semi 
nary.  He  has  beer 
the  pastor  of  Irv 
ii^ton  Church,  Ir 
vington,  Ky.,  foi 
five  years.  Countrj 
Woo^  started  ou 
as  a  mission  of  Morrison  Height: 
Church  in  Clinton. 

Tim  Nabors,  a  native  of  Denton, 
Tbx.,  has  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Family 
Life  Center  of 
First  Church,  Jack- 
son,  as  associ¬ 
ate  minister  of  ac¬ 
tivities.  Nabors 
has  previously 
served  First 
Church,  Chrsicana, 
Tex.  and  First 
Church,  Athens, 
Tex.  as  minister  of 
activities. 


Douglas  Whit 
has  assumed  tin 
pastorate  of  Firs 
Church,  Waynes 
boro,  effectivt 
June  5.  He  move 
from  a  nine  yea: 
pastorate  at  Air 
port  Boulevan 
Church,  Mobile 
Ala. 


Bunch 


White 


r 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  360  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
Ihe  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


Ridgeway's  25th 

E)ditor: 

Ridgeway  C%urch,  Vicksburg,  will 
be  celebrating  its  25th  anniversary 
Aug.  27. 

•  We  also  will  observe  homecoming 
at  the  same  time 
The  members  of  Ridgeway  are 
seeking  the  names  and  addres^  of 
former  pastors  and  members  of 
Ridgeway  Baptist  Church.  Those  who 
know  the  names  and  addresses  of  ai^ 
former  members  or  pastors  of  the 
church  are  asked  to  write  Ridgew^ 
Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Box  213  E, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  39180  or  call  636-4149. 
Michael  Hunt,  pastor 
Ridgeway  Chiutdi,  Vicksburg 


Church  staff  position 

Editor: 

Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Live 
Oak,  Florida,  is  in  search  (rf  a  staff 
person  for  a  full-time  position  in  the 
areas  of  ad^tion,  youth,  and  music. 
Salary,  belUfits,  and  houw  provided. 
Interested  persons  should  mail  an  up¬ 
dated  resume’  to  Mt.  OHve  Baptist 
Church,  Rt.  2,  Box  152A,  Live  Oak, 
Florida  32060.  Phone:  904-963-5803. 
Thank  you  for  your  assistance 
L^s  Gooch,  pastor 
Mt.  Olive  Baptist  diurch 
Live  Oak,  Fla. 


Lord  used  Vegas 

Eklitor: 

I  have  just  come  back  ftxmi  the  con¬ 
vention.  I  was  of  like  mind  as  so  many 
other  people  I  was  skeptical.  I  can 
see,  hwever,  where  our  Lord  really 
used  it.  It  was  the  b«t  convention  I 
have  ever  attended. 

Many  have  asked,  “Why  Vegas,  that 
great,  wicked  city?*^!  can  see  now, 
and  I  tell  them,  that  Vegi^  is  no  m(He 
wicked  than  any  other  city.  It  is  just 
more  visable 

Being  in  Las  Vegas  caused  people 
to  see  a  greater  ne^  of  witnessing,  so 
in  the  results  of  the  planning  and 
urgency  of  witnessing  maiQr  hundreds 
of  honies  woe  contacted  and  many 
precious  souls  came  to  receive  (%rist 
Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord.  For  th<»e 
who  wonder.  Why  Vegas,  the  Lord  us¬ 
ed  this  to  get  a  great  witnessing  cam¬ 
paign  to  be  held  ahead  of  every  con¬ 
vention.  Hundreds  of  people  flooded 
the  area  with  gospel  tracts;  and,  as 
said,  hundreds  of  homes  were  invad¬ 
ed  with  the  gospel,  resulting  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  coming  to  receive 
Christ  Jesus  as  savior  and  Lord. 

The  impact  shook  the  whole  coun¬ 
try.  People  of  the  local  churches  said 
that  it  was  the  greatest  thing  ever  to 
happen  to  that  part  of  the  country  and 
that  the  effect  of  it  would  be  a  great 


help  to  their  churches. 

We  are  thankful  to  the  planning 
conunittee  and  our  great  God.  We 
must  pray  more  than  ever  the  prayer 
of  faith  for  all  of  our  leaders  in  our 
churches  and  convention  and  leaders 
of  our  nation.  We  have  a  great  job  to 
do  getting  souls  into  the  kingdom,  so 
we  must  occupy  the  land  until  our 
Lord  comes  and  carries  the  redeem¬ 
ed  home. 

Llarey  Paul  Douglas 

Wesson 

Views  on  women’s  role 

Elditor: 

I  am  deeply  concerned  over  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Leif’s  letter  published  in 
the  June  8  Baptist  Rec<ml.  My  cooi 
cern  is  not  over  his  position  on 
women’s  role  in  the  church  but  over 
his  attempt  to  rewrite  one  passage  in 
the  Scripture  instead  developing  his 
position  from  other  passages  that  em¬ 
phasize  leadership  roles  of  women. 

Lydia,  in  Acts  16: 14,  seems  to  be  the 
leada-  of  these  women  meeting  by  the 
riverside  In  Acts  18:26,  the  Greek 
text,  the  R.S.V.,  N.I.V.  and  the 
Amplified  all  list  Priscilla^  name  tirst 
in  their  instruction  of  Apollos, 
although  the  KJ.  translators  revers¬ 
ed  this.  Acts  21:9  records  the  fact  that 
Philip  had  four  virgin  daughters  who 
did  prophesy.  In  Romans  16:L  Phoebe 
is  referred  to  as  a  servant,  but  the 
Greek  word  is  deaconess.  In  I 
'Timothy  3: 11,  the  word  translated  wife 
(wives)  apprars  221  times  in  the  N.T. 
and  is  tran^ted  woman  (women)  128 
times  and  wife  (wives)  93  times, 
depending  on  the  context  and  at  times 
the  choice  could  be  debated. 

’Those  of  us  who  question  the  ordina¬ 


tion  of  women  have  to  struggle  with 
our  interpretation  of  these  passages, 
but  we  cannot  rewrite  the  Bible  to 
justify  our  pMition. 

If  the  Bible  is  inspired,  and  I  believe 
it  is,  then  the  message  is  timeless.  We 
can  and  must  seek  to  “rightly  divide 
the  w(Mxl,”  but  we  must  never  seek  to 
change  that  word.  ^ 

Mr.  Leigh’s  views  may  be  valid,  but 
his  ap(Mt>ach  is  destnictive  to  the 
authonty  of  the  Scripture. 

Ken  Pickens 
Vicksburg 


“Divided  we  fall” 

In  his  short  statement,  “United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall!”  Abe  Lincoln 
shows  how  important  it  is  for  coopera¬ 
tion  to  exist  among  individuals  with 
common  purposes.  But  loi^  before 
Abe  Lincoln,  cooperation  and 
fellowship  were  seen  as  a  most  impor¬ 
tant  necessity  —  especially  among  the 
early  churches. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
Southern  Baptists  ought  to  be 
co(^rating  and  concentrating  on 
their  main  objective,  that  time  is  to¬ 
day.  If  Southern  ^[kists  are  to  face 
a  situatim  in  which  the  choice  is 
Christ  or  chaos,  then  ALL  Southern 
Baptists  need  to  concentrate  on  the  all 
important  things  and  let  the  lesser 
thii^  go. 

Liberal,  fundamentalist,  conser¬ 
vative,  centrisL  etc.,  the  labels  which 
we  attach  to  people  in  order  to  divide 
them  into  opposing  parties,  must  go. 
Whatever  our  approach  to  it,  we  are 
all,  or  should  be,  lovers  of  the  Word  of 
God. 

We  often  seem  to  be  so  busy  argu¬ 


ing  amongst  ourselves  that  we  forgel 
that  we  are  all  supposed  to  be  ti^tui^ 
against  the  devil  and  his  angels.  Wc 
are  not  members  of  any  group  or  par 
ty.  We  are  Christians;  and  uiuess 
Christians  stand  united,  we  cannot 
r^ist  evil  as  we  <wght. 

Priesthood  of  believers,  questions  oi 
ordination,  and  the  validity  of  each 
other’s  orders,  we  must  let  them  all 
go.  'That  the  world  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  pagan  while  we  pursue  out 
private  warfares  and  theological 
arguments  is  the  tragedy  of  the  mvid- 
ed  body  of  Christ. 

There  is  a  time  to  remember 
history  and  a  time  to  forget  history. 
When  history  is  rememberki  as  an  in¬ 
spiration,  it  is  good;  when  history  is 
remembered  as  a  means  of  maintain¬ 
ing  divisions,  it  is  a  curse.  We  are  in 
a  position  today  when  the  CTiurch  is 
on  the  whole  an  ageing  and  shrinking 
community.  We  are  in  a  situation 
when  the  advancing  tide  of  paganism 
and  secularism  is  running  strmigly. 

It  is  time  to  let  a  great  many  things 
go  and  remember  the  one  thing  on 
which  there  must  be  concentration  — 
the  fact  that  we  stand  for  Jesus  Christ 
in  an  increasingly  Christless  world. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  this  shall  be  our 
challenge  and  our  goal  as  we  make 
that  COMMITMENT  NOW  to  begin 
doing  What  we  know  we  SHOULD. 
“UNITED  WE  STAND  -  DIVIDED 
WE  FALL!” 

A.  Carl  Funderburk,  Jr. 

Pastor,  FBC,  McHenry 


Good  judgment  comes  from  ex¬ 
perience  Experience  comes  from  bad 
jud^ent.— The  Bordentown  (NJ.) 
Renter  News 


>SISSIPPI 
3l  Supply  Co 
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Clarke  has  faculty  vacancies 

Clarke  CoOege  has  faculty  apeninc  18  graduate  hours  in  the  field, 
beginning  in  the  fall  for  instructors  in  Individuals  interested  in  either  one 

the  areas  of  historv  and  psychology  of  these  two  positions  need  to  call 
according  to  the  coU^e  dean,  James  (601-683-2061)  or  write  (P.  0.  Box  440, 


ten  resolutions 


SEPTEMegR  sa.  1969 
RRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  JACKSON 


Group  times  are 
^good  times 


It's  hand-clapping, 
toe-tapping  music 
zany  comedy 
.at  its  very  best. 
Nobody  entertains 
a  group  better 
than  Pine  Moim- 
tain  Jamboree. 
Come  for  the  exua 
fun  and  excite¬ 
ment  as  Aritansas' 
original  live 
country  music  and 
comedy  stage 
show  celebrates 
its  15th  year.  It’s 
clean,  wholesome 
family  entertain¬ 
ment  that  you  can 
feel  good  about. 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

H.  On  Chinese  Students 

(Geof|e  D.  Uribe  11.  iUlei(h.  Notth 
Carolina) 

See  Retolulkin  No.  9 

15.  On  Anti-Lottery 

(Seth  Farley,  Baling  Green,  Kenbicicy) 

No  action  taken 

16.  On  ACTS  Network 

(R.  Chip  Turner.  Aleundria,  Louisiaiu) 

No  action  taken 

17.  On  Pra>'er  for  People  of  China 
(Rust  Barker,  Avondale.  Georgia) 

•  Sec  Resolution  No  9 

18.  On  Mobility  Impaired 
(Cherri  Hill,  Wharton,  Texas) 

No  action  taken. 

19.  On  Suppon  for  Christian  Television 
(Mark  Frees,  Sledge.  Mississippi) 

No  action  taken 

20.  On  Campaigning  for  SBC  OfTicc 
(Billy  Bolden,  Shrevepon,  California) 

No  action  taken. 

21  On  Islam 

(Kirk  Shrewsbury.  Tiilsa,  Oklahoma) 

No  action  taken. 

22.  On  300ih  Anniversary  of  London  Baptist 
Confession  of  Faith  of  1689 
(Timothy  Squire.  Brookiei,  Georgia) 

No  action  taken. 

23  On  Home  Schooling 

(C.  Brandt  Smith.  It.,  hragould.  Arkansas) 
No  action  taken. 

24  On  Seeking  SBC  Offices 

(Ron  Flurry.  Shrevepon.  Louisiana) 

No  action  taken. 

25.  On  Abonion 

(Ken  Sodergren.  Recdville.  Virginia) 

See  Resolution  No  3 

26  On  Against  Experimcnuiion  with  Aborted 
Babies 

(Carol  A.  Sutton,  slate  unknown) 

No  action  taken 


31.  On  the  Unity  of  Southern  Baptisb 
(Dan  Mullins,  Dayton.  Ohio) 

No  action  taken. 

32.  On  the  Ybuth  Miniiten'  Conference 
(Uiomas  E.  Ratliff,  Bradenton,  Florida) 
No  action  taken. 


33.  On  Priesthood  of  the  Believer 
(Herbert  Wilson,.  Louisville,  Kentucky) 
No  action  taken. 

34.  On  Having  No  Resolutions 

(Ed  Harrison.  Jr.,  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas) 
No  action  taken. 


Rosados  assigned 
to  Montana 


Eureka  Springs’  most  attended  show 

Air-conditioned 

Comfortable  theater  seating 

Plenty  of  bus  parking  _ 

Special  attention  for  groups  tL 

Sbowtime  8  p.m. 

Special  group  rates  available 

Pine  Mountain  Jamboree  Village  for  daytime  fun 


Sam  and  Anita  Rosado  were  commis¬ 
sioned  to  the  Mission  Service  Corps  on 
May  7,  in  a  service  conducted  by  Jerry 
Masterson. 

The  Rosados  have  been  members  of 
Brodie  Road  Church,  Biloxi,  since  its 
beginning  in  December  of  1981.  He  is  a 
retired  Civil  Service  worker  and  she  is  an 
LPN. 

They  have  been  assigned  to  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Rescue  Mission  in  Billings,  Montana. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Masterson. 
pastor,  Sam  Rosado  and  Anita  Rosado. 


35,  On  Child  Care 

(Susan  Glover,  St.  Louis,  Missouri) 
No  action  taken. 


36.  On  Concern  for  Children  Who  Die  of 
Hunger 

(David  F.  While,  Orangebuig.  South 
Carolina) 

No  action  uken. 

37.  On  Church  and  Equality  of  Believer 
(Bill  Johnson.  Ardmore.  Oklahoma) 

No  action  taken. 

38  On  Messengers  Occupying  Only  One  Chair 
(Barbara  B  Lloyd.  Lynchburg.  Virginia) 

No  action  taken. 

39.  On  Priesthood  of  Believer 

(David  B  Hardest),  Pittsburg.  California) 
No  action  taken. 

40  On  Request  That  Baptist  Seminaries, 
Colleges.  Universities,  and  Academies 
Hire  Commined  Chriuians 
(Fred  Holt,  North  Carolina) 

No  action  taken 

41.  On  Request  of  a  Commendation  for 
Dr.  Lewis  Drummond 
(Bill  ftce,  Florida) 

No  action  uken 


Contact  us  for  reservations  and  information 
Pine  Mountain  Jamboree 
Highway  62  East  / 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632  I  J 


Smiths  retire 
from  Indonesia 

John  and  Nell  Smith,  missionaries 
to  Indonesia  for  many  years,  will 
retire  on  August  1.  'Their  address  in 
the  United  States  will  be  Rt.  2,  Box 
264B,  Bbgue  CJhitto,  MS  39629  (phone 
734-6168). 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  Chiii*ch  Furnltire 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

thf;  .sch(h)l  ■■pljEiyMyilll 
ANDCHLRCH 


Attention  Youth  Directors  -  Mark  Your  Calendars  NOW! 


On  Request  to  AfFirm  the  Direction  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board 
(Roddy  Willums.  Kentucky) 

No  action  taken 


27  On  Campucia'Cambodia 

(Sok  Doeung.  Fort  Worth.  Texas) 
No  action  uken 


Youth  Night  at  the  Stadium 


43.  On  Request  for  Prayer  and  Encouragement 
for  Dr.  Billy  GraJum 
(Ernest  Carswell,  South  Carolina)- 
No  action  uken. 


28  On  Ambassador  to  Wtkan 

(Bob  ftnerson.  Ithrm  Springs.  Georgia) 
No  action  uken 


Mississippi  College  Choctaws 

f  fl 

K  .  Jacksonville  State 


On  Divorced  Spouses  of  Those  in  Ministry 
(Mark  Wilcox,  Whitharral.  Texas) 

No  action  uken 


On  Request  for  Prayer  for  President  Bush 
(Elmer  Foust.  Geotgia) 

No  action  uken. 


Flames  in  the  news 


B  Pamela  F.  WMBmjSm - 
Pybas,  of  Madison, 
who  graduated 

from  Southwestern  BP' 

Seminary,  May 
is  the  new  minister 

to  Middle  School  v 

Students  at  John-  I 

son  Pern'  Baptist  m 

Church  in  Mariet-  A 

Pybas 

New  Hope  Church,  Yalobusha  Coun- 
ty,  on  Memorial  Day,  June  two 
members  present  who  have  been 
members  of  that  church  for  81  years, 
reports  Eugene  Spearman.  The  two 
joined  the  church  at  the  same  time 

and  have  been  in  regular  attendance  Calvary  Church,  Louisville,  ordained 
and  devoted  to  their  church  for  those  Starting  Davia  to  the  gospel  ministry  on 
81  years,  according  to  Spearman.  June  11.  Presenting  certificate  is  Kent  H. 
Th^  are  Mrs.  Claudine  Hyde  Spear-  Ccxhran,  pastor  (right).  Also,  presented 
mail,  age  92,  and  Mrs.  Lena  Mur-  was  a  Bible. 

phree,  age  The  two.  who  are  This  was  the  first  member  of  our  church 

cousins,  live  at  Route  2,  Coffeeville.  to  enter  the  ministry. 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

July  16  Women’s  Recognition  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis) 

June  17-29  Simultaneous  Backyard  Bible  Gubs/Mission  VBS  (SS) 


Robinson-Hale  StaeJium 
and  Mississippi  College  Coliseum 

5:15  p.m. 

.  Game.at  7:00  p.m. 
$5.00  F*er  ticket  , 


TICKET  INCLUDES 


Meal  before  the  Game 
Performance  by  the  National  Champbn 
MC  Cheerleaders 


Entertainment  by  BSU  Contemporary 
Christian  Band,  "Priority" 

Four-time  Olympian  Larry  Myricks  at 
halftime 


FOR  GROUP  INFORMATION  AND  REGISTRATION  CALL 
Office  of  Admission  925-3240 


Just  for  the  Record 


niursday,  July  13,  1989 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  9 


Devotional 


Open  hands  or  tight  fists 


By  Larry  Cox 
Deuteronomy  13:11 

It’s  hard  to  find  wool  clothing  in  the  summertime,  but  my  second  son  was 
participating  in  a  missions  trip  in  the  Teton  Mountains,  and  he  had  to  have 
the  proper  clothes.  Having  given  up  on  finding  these  items  in  the  malls  and 

Sjppil»  discount  stores,  I  decided  to  try  a  used  clothing  store. 

As  I  got  out  of  my  car  in  the  parking  lot  of  a  local  thrift 
,  store,  an  elderly  man  standing  by  the  door  watched  me  at- 
tentively.  Walking  toward  the  door,  I  knew  I  was  about  to 
be  approached  by  a  beggar.  That  feeling  of  dread  came  over 
me. 

Like  most  people,  I  don’t  like  to  deal  with  beggars,  and 
.  jjniir  I  don’t  like  them  putting  me  on  the  spot.  I’d  rather  mail 
in  my  contribution. 

He  asked  me  for  27(  to  complete  the  price  of  something 


First  Church,  Senatobia’s  GAs  (above  center)  recently  honored  two  young  men 
who  are  summer  BSD  missionaries.  Hugh  Freeze,  left,  will  serve  in  Utah.  Allen 
Spencer,  right,  will  serve  in  North  Dakota.  Both  are  active  in  youth  work  at  First, 
Senatobia. 


he  wanted  to  buy,  and  I  thought  that  was  an  unusual  amount 
to  request. 

^  Knowing  all  the  time  that  this  guy  was  probably  a  wino, 

I  pulled  two  quarters  from  my  pocket,  gave  them  to  the  man,  and  hurried 
into  the  thrift  shop.  I  had  fulfilled  my  Christian  obligation.  I  even  gave  him 
more  than  he  requested. 

After  entering  the  store  and  beginning  to  sort  through  the  pants,  I  heard 
the  bells  on  the  door  sound.  As  I  glanced  toward  the  door,  I  saw  the  beggar, 
walk  straight  to  the  check-out  desk  and  give  the  clerk  the  5(X. 

I  watch^  in  astonishment  as  the  clerk  counted  out  the  man’s  change  and 
placed  a  pair  of  pants  in  a  used  bag.  As  the  beggar  turned  from  the  clerk’s 
counter,  he  caught  my  eye  and  smiled  at  me. 

“.  .  .  You  shall  open  wide  your  hand  to  your  brother,  to  the  needy  and  to  the 
p(wr  .  .  .”  My  fists  were  almost  too  tight  to  help  someone  in  need.  That  smile 
still  haunts  me. 

Cox  is  assistant  to  the  president,  .Mississippi  College. 


Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton, 
will  present  Gary  McSpadden  in  con¬ 
cert  on  Saturday  night,  July  15,  at  7 
p.m.  This  is  a  part 
of  the  Saturday 
Nights  at  Morrison 
Heights  concert 
series. 

Tickets  for 
adults  are  $5,  and 
for  children,  $3. 
Morrison  Heights 
is  located  at  201 
Morrison  Drive, 
Clinton.  For  more 
information,  call 
924-5620. 


AQRE/Vr 


QROtFOUirRffi 


It's  a  great  nostalgia  trip 
for  seniors  in  your  group.  A 
wonderful-introduction  to 
America's  historic  trains  for 
those  too  young  to  remem¬ 
ber.  ESfirMA  is  clean,  whole- 
jw  some  entertainment  for 
families  and  groups. 
For  reservations  or 
\  more  information, 
^contact:  ESSfriA 
^  Railway,  P.O.  Box 
■/  3101,  Eureka  Springs, 
AR  726i2;  (501) 
253-9623  or  253-9677. 


Looking  for  something  new 
for  your  church  group  to  do? 

Come  to  the  Eureka  Springs 
&  north  Arkansas  Railway  for 
the  fun  and  excitement  of  a 
real  steam  railroad  show. 

Take  an  excursion  train 
ride  through  the  Ozark 
countryside.  Tour  our 
yard  for  a  look  at  a  w 
living  railroad  mu*  rp  ® 
seum.  Enjoy  a  meal  ^  ; 
aboard  our  Eurekan 
Dining  Car  for  break- 
fast,  lunch  and  dinner. 

1  Prices,  schedules  and  equipment  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


McSpadden 


Revival  dates 


Lifeline  Mission,  Florence:  July  Camp  Ground  (Yalobusha):  July  Satartia, Satartia:  July  16-21;  Barry 
17-21;  services,  7  each  night,  different  16-19;  Sunday  night  service,  6:15;  Ward,  pastor,  Antioch  Church,  Simp- 
speakers  during  the  week;  the  first  week  nights,  7:30;  'Troy  Hurdle,  sup-  son  County,  evangelist;  Wanda  Woods 
three  nights  for  youth;  Sat.,  July  22,  ply  pastor.  and  Barbara  Hicks,  musicians;  ser- 

singing  in  the  afternoon  and  baptism  vices  at  7  p.m.  each  evening ;  Douglas 

on  Strong  River;  Kenneth  Brown,  Liberty  (Scott):  July  16-21;  Sunday,  McDonald,  pastor 
pastor.  homecoming,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m., 

.1  o  worship,  11  a.m.,  and  special  service 

McCool  (A  tala):  July  16-21;  Sun-  i-gg  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.r7:30  p.m.;  S. 

^y  services,  11  a.ni^nd 7p.m.,  Mon.-  ^  Adkins,  pastor.  Forest  (Scott), 

F^.,  7  pm.;  covered  dish  lunch  at  evangelist  Arlis  Smith,  pastor, 
noon  Sunday;  Bryan  Horton  of  Sallis,  e  >  > 

evangelist;  Tony  and  Ginger  Antioch  (Jasper):  July  9-14;  Sun- 
McDaniel,  music;  James  Lee  Bailey,  day,  11  a.m.,  lunch,  and  1:30  service; 
pastor.  -  Mon.-Fri.,  7:15  p.m.;  Paul  Sizemore, 

evangelist ;  (Jene  Laton,  music ;  Carey  services, 

Rock  Hill  (Covington):  July  16-21;  Bass,  pastor.  Jacks,  p 

Sunday,  homecoming,  dinner  on  the  pastor, 

grounds,  afternoon  program  at  1:30;  Pine  Grove.  (Neshoba) :  July  16-21; 

Mon.-Fn.,  10  a  .m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Tommy  CJifton  Perkins,  Ginton,  retired  direc- 
Anderson,  Emmanuel,  Pearl,  tor  of  Church-Ministers  Relations  Mt.Oli 


Camp  Ground  (Yaiobusha):  July 
16-19;  7:30  nightly;  Troy  Hurdle,  supp¬ 
ly  pastor,  evangelist;  Tony  .Moore, 
music  diiwtor,  Windale,  'Iterry,  music. 


HUB  Home  Mission  Board  SBC 

$7,500,000  SERIES  E 

CHURCH  LOAN  COLLATERALIZED  BONDS 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other  available  funds  of 
Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to  make  direct  loans  to  B^tist  churches 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buikfir^s  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  (invention. 

Interest  on^e  Bonds  wiH  be  payable  semi-annually.  The  Bonds  will  be  of¬ 
fered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  twelve  months  to  fifteen  years  and  the 
interest  rate  will  vary  from  8.5%  to  11%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date 
as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  Minimum  purchase  is  $500.00. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling^or  writing: 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC  ' 

ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW;  Atlanta,  GA  30367 
.  1-800-HMB-BOND  j(462-2663)  .. 

This  anrrouncement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitalion  of  offers  to  buy  any  of  these 
securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 

Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  E  isstie  of  Home  Mission 
Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds. 


Name 


Hope  (Neshoba):  June 22-24;  three 
professions  of  faith;  Charles  Rogers, 
East  Philadelphia,  evangelist; 
William  Crenshaw,  music;  James 
Young,  pastor. 


Address 


iii 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


When  life  doesn’t  seem  fair,  rely  on  God’s  justice 


By  Randall  L.  VonKanel 
Psalm  73:1-3,  13-14,  16-17,  21-28 
Within  the  context  of  a  worship  ex{wrience, 
the  psalmist  discovers  ah  answer  for  his  doubts 
and  a  renewal  of  his  faith.  The  key  verse  for  our 
consideration_this  week  is 
Psalm  73:26:  “My  flesh  and 
my  heart  may  fail,  but  Clod 
is  the  strength  of  my  heart 
and  my  portion  forever.” 
When  life  seems  to  be  a  con- 
tiuous  episode  of  unfairness, 
and  when  doubt  carves  a 
hole  in  your  faith,  the  impor¬ 
tunate  need  is  to  realize  the 
all-sufficiency  of  God 
through  a  personal  response 
VonKanel  qj  worship.  Christians  must 
act  upon  the  experiential  truth  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord  of  all  and  sufficient  for  all. 

Psalm  73  is  a  confession  of  doubt  and  strug¬ 
gle  In  the  Christian  life,  we  are  not  immune  to 
doubt.  The  psalmist  identifies  a  major  source 
of  our  contemporary  doubt  —  comparing  our 
sufferings  and  struggles  with  the  apparently 
carefree  and  happy  life  of  the  non-CIu'istian. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


How  do  we  reconcile  the  “it  doesn’t  get  any  bet¬ 
ter  than  this”  lifestyle  of  the  unrighteous  with 
the  all-too-common  life  of  suffering  and  want 
experienced  at  times  by  the  believer?  The 
answer  lies  in  the  discovery  made  by  the 
psalmist. 

Why  do  the  righteous  suffer  and  the  wicked 
prosper?  In  Psalm  73:1-3,  the  palmist  brings 
thiT^p^tion  into  focus.  Beginning  with  a  pre¬ 
sent  mfirmation  of  faith  (73:1),  he  uses  a 
flashback  to  relate  his  pilgrimage  from  doubt 
to  faith.  Admitting  that  he  almost  stumbled  and 
p^ued  the  path  of  the  wicked,  he  presents  d)e 
difficult  problem  that  he  faced.  T^e  problem 
was  twofold:  (1)  The  wicked  were  prospering 
(73:3);  and  (2)  the  ri^teous  were  suffering 
(73:13-14).  In  spite  of  his  best  efforts  at  being 
pure  and  innocent,  the  psalmist  complained, 
“For  all  day  long  have  I  been  plagued,  and 
chastened  every  morning.”  This  was  a  great 
perplexity  and  a  cause  for  doubt.  So  it  remains 


today!  In  a  world  that  emphasizes  health  and 
wealth,  mai^  Christians  struggle  with  the  reali¬ 
ty  that  their  paths  do  not  lead  to  material 
prosperity.  The  temptation  to  succumb  to  a 
“health  and  wealth”  gospel,  one  that  elevates 
self  and  selfish  desires,  is  ever  present.  Jesus 
calls  us  to  his  Lordship.  In  Luke  9:23,  he  charg¬ 
ed,  “If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  ^ily,  and 
follow  me.” 

The  answer  for  the  psalmist  came  when  he 
“went  into  the  sanctuary.”  In  Psalm  73:16-17, 
God  revealed  to  the  worshipper  the  truth  about 
the  wicked.  In  the  verses  following  (73:18-20), 
the  wicked  are  seen  as  those  who  are  facing 
destruction.  As  he  worshipped  God,  the 
psalmist  was  given  revelation  as  to  the  justice 
of  God.  Man  may  escape  the  justice  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  man,  but  he  can  be  sure  that  “God  is 
not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that 
shall  he  also  reap  (Galatians  6:7).” 

The  righteous  man  is  affirmed  as  he  con¬ 
templates  his  relationship  to  God.  When  at  the 
pit  of  despair  (73:21-22)  the  psalmist  considered 
the  privilege  and  potential  of  being  in  right  rela- 
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tionship  with  God  (73:23-24) ;  he  rejoiced  in  his 
renewed  faith.  In  verse  25,  he  affirms  the  pre¬ 
eminence  of  God  over  anything  material.  In 
verse  26,  he  extols  the  power  of  God  for  tus 
every  neied.  Though  death  itself  should  come, 
the  psalmist  rest^  in  his  eternal  inheritance, 
(jrod  was  his  all  in  all.  Life  did  not  consist  of 
things  possessed,  but  rather,  in  being  in 
fellowship  with  God.  In  contrast,  the  psalmist 
understood  that  “they  that  are  far  off  from  thee 
shall  perish.” 

In  the  vital  moment  of  worship,  God’s  justice 
is  revealed.  We  must  “rely  upon  God’s  justice” 
when  we  face  the  apparent  inequities  of  life  We 
must  not  look  around  at  what  others  have  or  at 
what  is  happening  to  others,  but  we  must  look 
up  to  him.  And  then,  we  must  tell  others  about 
him! 

Please  help  us.  Lord,  to  see 
That  it  is  not  what  we  have, 
or  don’t  have. 

That  matters. 

But,  Who  we  have  in  you!  (RVK) 
VonKanel  is  pastor.  First,  Hattiesburg. 


By  R.  Raymond  Lloyd 
Leviticus  l:l-6:7 


1 


Leviticus  is  described  by  one  as  “the  last  book 
of  the  Bible  I  would  choose  to  study!  ”  Because 
it  deals  with  ritual  and  legal  detail,  it  has  been 
laid  aside  by  many  as  hav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  say  to  twen¬ 
tieth  century  Christians. 
Leviticus,  however,  is  a 
tremendoiis  practical  guide¬ 
book.  It  was  for  Israel.  It  is 
for  us.  The  key  verse  of  the 
book  is  “Thus  you  are  to  be 
holy  to  Me,  for  I  the  Lord  am 
holy;  and  I  have  set  you 
apart  from  the  people  to  be 
Lloyd  Mine”  (20:26).  "rhis  is  simp¬ 
ly  a  restatement  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  promise  of  Exodus  19:6.  Here  Israel  is 
shown  the  sp^ifics  of  how  to  work  out  in  the 
routine  of  daily  living  their  priestly  call  — 
becoming  a  holy  people.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
horror  of  sin,  the  grace  of  forgiveness,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  worship,  and  the  lifestyle  of  man.  AH  of 
these  which  were  essential  for  Israel  to  under¬ 
stand,  are  equally  essential  for  the  Christian 
to  understand.  Israel  was  to  be  a  holy  people 
serving  a  holy  Gqd.  The  church  has  no  demapd, 
placed  on  her.  lfehcb'is«eh beconfisiT most  rele-" 
vant,  even  exciting,  book  to  claim  our  sincere 
attention. 


BIBLE  BOOK 

The  laws  of  sacrifice 

With  surpcising  suddenness  we  are  thrust 
right  into  the  “Manual  of  Sacrifice,”  dealing 
with  burnt,  cereal,  peace,  sin,  and  guilt  offer¬ 
ing.  Here  God  makes  known  the  kind  of  wor¬ 
ship  that  is  pleasing  to  him. 

In  his  study  of  Hosea,  Norman  Snaith  points 
out  that  sacrifice  in  the  Old  Testament  falls  in¬ 
to  three  cat^ories :  a  gift  to  God,  an  expression 
of  communion,  and  an  expiation  for  sin.  These 
are  clearly  seen  in  each  of  the  sacrifices  detail¬ 
ed  in  our  text 

Burnt  Offering  (1:1-17).  'This  sacrifice,  the  one 
most  prevalent  in  Israel,  is  distinctive  in  that 
it  is  totally  burned  by  fire.  As  such,  it  is  con¬ 
ceived  of  as  a  gift  which  was  made  wholly  to 
God.  The  offerer  kept  nothing  back  for  himself 
or  his  family.  It  is  a  gift  given  in  gratitude  for 
God’s  great  deliverance  of  the  Exodus,  but  it 
is  also  a  gift  that  outwardly  expresses  total 
surrender. 

The  fact  that  the  victim  is  to  be  “without 
blemish”  (vs.  3)  clearly  implies  that  it  is  to  be 
the  best  of  the  flock.  Therefore,  it  is  to  be  a  cost¬ 
ly  gift.  “I  will  not  offer  burnt  offering  unto  the 
Lord  my  God  which  cost  me  nothing”  (2  Sam. 
24:24).  The  depth  of  our  gratitude  to  God  is 
directly  measure  by  the  costliness  of  our  gifts 


of  time,  resources,  and  service. 

Here  the  laying  of  hands  on  the  head  of  the 
animal  is  the  symbolic  means  whereby  the  wor¬ 
shipper  personally  offers  himself  to  God.  The 
idea  of  the  transferral  of  sins  is  not  dealt  with 
until  the  “scapegoat”  passage  in  chapter  16. 
Paul  make  the  New  Testament  application  in 
Romans  12:1. 

Cereal  Offering  (2:1-16).  This  also  appears  to 
have  little  to  do  with  sin,  but  is  primarily  a  gift 
to  God,  at  the  cost  of  man’s  time,  labor,  and 
energy,  acknowledging  God’s  ownership  of  all. 

Peace  Offering  (3:1-17).  The  basic  meaning 
of  the  word  “peace”  (shalom)  means 
wholeness,  harmoniousness,  completeness,  and 
is  here  used  for  a  sacrifice  that  reflects  the  har¬ 
monious  nature  of  those  in  joyous  fellowship 
with  God  and  with  man.  'These  first  three  offer¬ 
ings  are  given  by  those  who  are  “in  fellowship” 
with  God 

Sin  Offering  (4:1-5:13).  The  next  two 
sacrifices  are  for  those  out-of-fellowship  with 
(Jod.  Sin  separates  from  God,  whether  it  be  the 
sin  of  “priest”  (4:1-12),  the  “whole  congrega¬ 
tion”  (13-21),  a  “leader”  (22-26),  or  “anyone  of 
the  common  people”  (27-35).  Strict  instructions 
are  given  to  offer  this  sacrifice  whenever  sin 
causes  a  breach  of  the  fellowship  between  God 
and  man. 

This  sacrifice  is  the  one  offered  on  the  Day 
of  Atonement  (Chapter  16).  Its  purpose  was 
atonement  to  cleanse  the  sinner  and  restore 


him  to  fellowship  with  God. 

This  sin  offering  was  only  for  sins  commit¬ 
ted  “unintentionally.”  Perhaps  the  idea  of  a 
wandering  sheep,  drifting  from  one  hillside  to 
another  with  no  sense  of  direction  best  depicts 
the  meaning  of  the  word.  But  sin,  even  uninten¬ 
tional  sin,  is  a  terrible  thing  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  must  be  confessed  and  one  for  which  God 
required  a  sacrifice.  The  opposite  is  the 
deliberate  sin  or  sin  “with  a  hi^  hand”  (Num. 
15-30-31)  for  which  the  Old  'Testement  knows  no 
sacrifice.  The  sacrificial  system  of  the  Old 
Testament  demonstrates  its  own  limitations 
and  points  beyond  the  Lamb  of  God  who  takes 
away  the  sin  of  the  world,”  and  “cleanses  us 
from  all  unrighteousness,”  both  unintentional 
and  intentional. 

Tresspass  Offering  (5:14-6:7).  The  specific 
nature  of  this  sacrifice  is  that  it  deals  with  sins 
against  a  neighbor  (which  are  also  sins  against 
God).  Before  the  sacrifice  could  be  offend,  full 
restitution  was  to  be  made  by  the  guilty  party, 
plus  20  percent. 

How  wonderful  to  realize  the  incredible  mer¬ 
cy  and  grace  of  God  for  those  out  of  fellowship 
with  God  that  provides  at-one-ment  with 
himself  through  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins.  But 
that  forgiveness  is  only  available  when  we  con¬ 
fess  our  sins  and  set  ri^t  our  relationships  with 
others,  namely  “make  restitution.”  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  “cheap  grace.” 

Lloyd  is  pastor,  First,  Starkville. 


God  calls;  Gideon  grows  in  courage 


By  Billy  R.  Williams 
Judges  6:11-16,  25-29,  32 
God’s  people  should  never  allow  feelings  of 
fear  or  inadequacy  to  prevent  them  from 
responding  to  a  call  to  service  or  an  opportunity 
for  ministry.  In  the  passsage 
for  the  week  it  is  evident  in 
God’s  call  of  Gideon  that  he 
uses  people  who  may  not  be 
courageous  or  confident.  Gi¬ 
deon  seemed  to  be  anything 
but  a  “mighty  man  of 
valour.”  When  God  appeared 
to  him  by  means  of  a 
“theophany”  (an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  God  in  angelic 
o*"  human  form),  Gi(teon, 
fearful  of  the  Midianites, 
was  threshing  wheat  in  a  secluded  winepress 
rather  than  on  an  open  hillside  (verse  11). 

Because  of  seven  years  of  raids  by  these 
marauders,  Gideon  felt  that  God  had  abandon¬ 
ed  Israel  (verse  13).  When  God  issued  the  call 
to  Gideon  to  become  the  deliverer  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  (verse  14),  he  responded  by  listing  his  in- 
ad^uacies.  He  was  the  least  member  of  an 
unimportant  family  from  an  insignificant  tribe 


UNIFORM 

(verse  15).  Such  were  his  feelings  of  inadequacy 
that  Gideon  requested  a  sign  affirming  his  call 
(verse  17). 

How  could  God  speak  of  one  so  lacking  in 
courage  as  a  “mighty  man  of  valour?”  Lord 
saw  Gideon  not  for  what  he  was  at  the  moment 
but  rather  for  what  he  could  become  through 
divine  power  if  he  accepted  God’s  call.  Further¬ 
more,  God  helped  Gideon  to  respond  positive¬ 
ly  and  courageously  by  giving  him  several 
\  assurances.  'These  assurances  can  help  any 
Mi^bcisHan  who  faces  a  task  for  which  he  feels 
inadequate.  First,  God  assured  Gideon  that  his 
was  a  divine  call,  “. . .  Have  not  I  sent  thee 
(verse  14)?”  'There  is  no  greater  source  of 
boldness  than  to  know  one  has  been  sent  by 
God.  Second,  the  Lord  assured  Gideon  that  he 
would  always  be  with  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  task,  “Surely  I  will  be  with  thee  .  . .” 
( verse  16) .  For  any  reluctant  servant  caught  up 
in  his  own  inadequacies,  what  better  comfort 
than  to  know  that  the  Lord  is  with  him  always. 
'Third,  God  assured  Gideon  that  victory  would 
be  his.  Defeating  the  Midianites  would  be  as 


easy  as  defeating  one  person  (verse  16).  'The 
Christian  needs  to  remember  he  is  on  the  win¬ 
ning  side  Finally,  if  these  assurances  were  not 
enough  and  for  Gideon  they  were  not,  God  gave 
a  sign  to  confirm  Gideon’s  call  (verse  21).  God 
can  and  does  give  signs  for  affirmation. 
However,  one  should  remember  that  in  Gideon’s 
case  this  need  for  assurance  was  an  indication 
of  a  weak  faith.  i  ,  . 

As  will  happen  to  all  who  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Lord,  Gideon  was  put  to  the  test. 
On  that  very  night,  God  gave  him  his  first  task 
(verse  25-26).  It  is  significant  that  it  involved 
the  destruction  of  an  altar  to  Baal  erected  by 
Gideon’s  father  Joash.  'IVue  repentance  always 
involves  cleansing  first  within  the  home.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  there  was  no  greater  test  of  Gideon’s 
courage  than  for  him  to  take  issue  against  his 
family  and  peers.  'Though  he  completed  his  task 
at  night  for  fear  of  his  family  and  townspeople, 
he  did  obey  the  Lord’s  directive.  Gideon  broke 
with  the  culture  within  which  he  lived  by 
destroying  the  altar  to  Baal,  erecting  on  the 
very  site  an  altar  to  God,  and  then  offering  a 
sacrifice  to  the  Lord  upon  his  new  altar  (verse 
27).  In  these  acts  the  superiority  of  God  over 
Baal  was  symbolically  portrayed. 


'There  is  an  important  lesson  to  be  gained 
from  the  reaction  of  the  people  of  Ophrah  to  (Gi¬ 
deon’s  deed.  When  th^  learned  of  Uie  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  altar  —  which  was  probably  a  public 
altar  —  they  sought  Gideon’s  death  (verse  30). 
When  a  person  takes  a  stand  for  (tod,  he  must 
be  prepared  for  criticism,  (q)position,  and  even 
hostility.  Christians  should  never  be  surprised 
by  the  negative  reaction  of  a  godless  world. 

'  There  is^  however,  a  surprising  and  encourag¬ 
ing  reaction  on  the  part  of  Gideon’s  father 
Joash.  He  saved  his  son’s  life  by  suggesting  to 
the  people  that  if  Baal  were  a  god,  he  would  take 
his  own  vengeance  against  Gideon  (verse  31). 
Perhaps  the  courageous  actions  of  his  son  in¬ 
spired  their  father  to  boldness.  Often  others  are 
emboldened  by  the  courage  of  someone  else. 

From  this  incident,  Gideon  received  the 
nickname  “Jerubbaal,”  which  probably  meant 
“Let  Baal  contend  for  himself.”  'The  name 
became  a  witness  to  the  superiority  of  the  (tod 
of  Israel  over  the  false  gods  of  Canaan  and  to 
the  courage  of  the  man  who  bore  the  name.  If 
believers  walk  in  courageous  commitment,  the 
name  “Christian”  will  become  a  daily  witness 
to  the  saving  power  of  Christ. 

Williams  is  pastor.  First,  Gautier. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

Paul  >K-Nonnery,  Executive  Director 


P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027,  (601)  922-2242 
Accredited  by  the  National  Association  of  Homes  for  Children 
Licensed  by  the  State  of  Mississippi 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mar.  9,  1989  - 
May  19,  1989 

MEMORIALS 

Weldon  F.  Allen 
Mrs.  W.  Zack  Hu^ins 
Bo  Anders 

Ben,  Jo,  Billy,  David,  Ricky 
&  Mike  Anders 
Mr.  M.  R.  Anders,  Sr. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Adams 
Mr.  Jim  Anders 
Builders  Sunday  School  Class 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Harper 
Jack  Anderson 
The  Billy  Armstrong  Family 
Mr.  A.  L.  Andrews 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  Fred  Ballard 
Mrs.  Jencie  Anthony 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Mae  Applin 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Stephenson 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  Kirby  P.  Walker 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Lola  O.  Armstrong 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  W.  B.  Barrett  — 
Alyne  Rogers  Arrington 
Mr.  Jamie  Arrington 
Andrew  Clayton  Ashley 
Mrs.  Thelma  A.  Furlow 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  R  C.  Wolverton 
Gerald  Aven 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Homer  Woodruff 
Mrs.  Kate  Bailes 
Oiarlotte  k  Gerry  Broome 
Bernard  Bailey 
Mrs  Velma  Bailey 
Mr.  Ihve  Bailey 
Ms.  Vera  Thompson  k  F^miy 
Mrs.  Bess  Misterfield  Bailey 
Mrs.  Gilbert  Worth 
Mrs.  Louise  G.  Noble 
Mrs.  Samnel  M.  Bailey 
Mrs  Joe  W.  Crawford 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Newman  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  W.  (BUI)  Banes 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Amos  V.  CoUins 
Kimberly  Banks 
Mrs.  Gladys  Christopher 
Mrs  Annie  Barkley 
Mrs.  Ella  Blake  May 
Connie  May  Sanford 
Sibyl  Stephens  Barksdale 
Mrs.  Ethel  R  Leary 
Harvey  Barlow 
Mrs.  Sue  Marx  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Lena  J.  Barnes 
Hathom  Baptist  CTiurch 
Dr.  John  Barrow 
Jimmy  k  Doris  Rogers  It 
Family 

Tsm  BattershUI 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  E.  CampbeU 
Mrs.  NHI  Cotton  Beal 
Mrs.  Leslie  S.  ‘Rimer 
Marshall  H.  Beard,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Onevieve  S.  Lassetter 
Ms.  Amy  C.  Beard 
John  L.  Beard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  M.  L.  Turpin  Jr. 
Mr.  Carl  O.  Beck 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roy  (Ena) 
BUckledge 
Mrs.  Dora  Dickerson 
Mrs.  Earl  (Sadie  H.)  Beemon 
Mrs.  Ruby  (Ricks)  Fulton 
Ralph  R  Bell.  Jr. 

Dr.  k  Mrs  Ralph  B.  BeU,  Sr. 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  Hitt 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Randy  Johnson 
Lakeland  Radiologists, 
Jaiduon 

Mrs.  SeUiellc  R  BeU 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Kelly  Jr. 
Mr.  Glenn  Berry 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 


Mrs.  Homer  (EtUe)  Berry 
D<»  Rawls 

Mrs.  Zella  Mae  Berry 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 
Miss  Leila  Mae  Berryhill 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  P.  Cox 
Ms.  Lelia  Mae  Berryhill 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  G.  Shaffer  Jr. 
Bobby  Joe  Biggert 
Mrs.  Doris  Ladner 
Mothers  of  Mr.  It  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Bishop 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 

Bishop 

Mr.  James  R.  Black 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  A.  M.  Ratcliff  Sr. 
Mr.  Harvey  Blackburn 
Adult  III  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Bude 
Jewett  Blue 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  (diaries  N.  Criun 
Nellie  Bond 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Cassie  Bonner 
Martha  Austin 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herbert  Hulsey 
Myrtle  Turner 
Ms.  Cassie  Bonner 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  FYank  P.  Corage 
Mrs.  Ralph  Booiman 
Mrs.  Brity  D.  Jensen 
Samnel  Charles  BosweU 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Sara  BosweU 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mias  Jaiu  Peery 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Sonny  Peery 
Mis.  Vera  Bonchcr 
Mrs.  Elotse  Avery 
Mrs.  Rath  Bowie 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Itam  Houser 
Rev.  Karl  McGraw 
Special  Elducation  Staff  k 
Friends 

Mrs.  Wylcne  Bowman 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  May 
Simon  R  Bragen 
Mrs.  Margarete  Messerli 
Mr.  WUson  Brandon 
Mrs.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
Granny  Bratton 
Mrs.  W.  S.  hammood 
Mr.  Marion  Brewer 
Mrs.  VirgU  L.  Barlow  Jr. 

Mrs.  Annie  Brewer 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herbert  Hulsey 
Mrs.  Sac  Bridges 
Mrs.  Lucile  Martin 
Shelby  Ray  Brister 
Rev.  k  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Bolian 
Jr. 

Rev.  James  Price  Brack 
Mrs.  Norma  J.  brock 
Myri  Brooks 
Mrs.  Floyd  J.  Durham 
Mr.  G.  W.  Brown,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Ruby  S.  Boggan 
George  Bn^,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Otis  Jones 
Mary  WUklnsoo  Brown 
Faculty  k  Staff,  Nursing,  GA 
Mrs.  Banye  Brown 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  R.  E.  Smith 
Robert  Browning 
Mr.  Kenneth  A.  HaU 
Mr.  Howard  Bryan 
Mr.  k  Mis.  Troy  A.  Ricks 
Mis.  Bessie  Barden 
Mis.  June  Brooks 
Al  Barger 

Harrisburg  Baptist  diurch 
Hagh  A.  Barger 
Mr.  k  Mis.  Karrie  Weathers 
Mr.  'nmathy  M.  Bnrgess 
Pastor/DMcons,  Bolton 
Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Jim  Burkes 
Friendship  CTass 
Mis.  Nancy  Shelton 
Ms.  Hilda  R.  Wilson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  Fred  Burke 
Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Kennedy 


Mr.  BUI  Burks 

Sr.  Adult  Sunday  School,  Lake 
Como  Baptist  Oiurch, 

Bay  Springs 
Mrs.  Virginia  Burnett 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  T.  Beasley 
Henry  Paul  Burnley 
McAdams  Baptist  (3uirch 
Men%  Bible  Class,  McAdams 
Baptist  CTiurch 
Mrs.  Annie  Bacot  Burns 
Miss  Julia  C.  Bums 
Mr.  Paul  Bursoo 
Mrs.  Elise  M.  (Xirtis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  K.  Riggin 
Mrs.  Elsie  H.  Rowe 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  C.  Harris 
Mrs.  Louise  M.  McNair 
Mrs.  R  R.  Albrithm 
Pete  Burt 

diarlotte  &  Gerry  Broome 
Don  Busby 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Martin 
W.  T.  Busby 

Elizabeth  H.  Hamberlin 
Ada  Mae  HUderbrand 
Rowena  Cagle 
WMU  Current  Mission  II 
Group,  FBC  Hattiesburag 
Mr.  Raymond  CaUahan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ibmmy  Gelston 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jerry  Thomas 
Mrs.  Jane  Fisher  Campbell 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  H. 

Blackledge 

Mary  Margaret  k  Adair 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  FYird 
Stan  Caanatta 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Crowe 
Oscar  Caradine 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Dick  C^tledge 
Dr.  L.  T.  Carl.  M.D. 

Mrs.  Homer  Best,  Sr. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Carr 
Mrs.  Alberta  C.  Daniel 
Mrs.  Robert  Bums 
Robert  Bums,  Jr. 

Idis.  Roy  D.  King 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Newman  Jr.  k 
Fhmily 

Charles  E.  Carmichael.  Jr. 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  E.  L.  Posey  Jr. 

Mr.  Mike  Carmichael 
Mik.  Ida  Sylvia  Bear 
Mr.  Vburen  T.  Bums 
Mrs.  Jean  Morgan  Bush 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  D.  Mann 
Ms.  Gladys  Rankin  Lowery 
Mr.  W.  A.  Carpenter 
Miss  Beth  Johnson 
Mrs.  Mildred  Carraway 
New  Haven  Friends 
Mr.  Aabrey  F.  Carter 
Officers  k  Directors, 
Trustmarfc  National 
Bank 

Ethel  Jackson  Cartwright 

TEL  Sunday  School,  FBC. 
Beizoni 

George  Rae  Cashman 

Frikmship  Sunday  School 
FBC.  Leakesville 
Mrs.  Ora  Lee  Causey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Elwood  Oain 
C.  C.  Canthem 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Donald  Chance 
Miss  Anakc  Riddell  (DeU) 
Chaaceller 
EllaP.  HUl 
Ms.  Lorene  Hunter 
Mrs.  Christine  C.  Risher  Sr. 
Jim  k  Janette  Richards 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wallace  Gray  Jr. 
Mrs.  Frank  M.  Frince 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Ckancy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Amos  V.  CoUins 
David  Chapman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  dupman 
Ralph  ChennanK 
Mrs.  Joann  Sykes 
Nellie  Faye  Childress 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Guy  B.  Young 


Mr.  Park  ChUtom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  FYed  Davis 
Mrs.  Frances  Hamner 
Keenagers,  FBC  Indianola 
Dorotity  GuUbert  Group 
Mr.  Jaha  Christie 
Adult  Men's  Sunday  School, 
Gulfport 

Dr.  James  A.  Chustz 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  E.  Johnson 
Frances  Clark 
American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Waynesboro 
Herman  L.  Clark 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Williams  Sr. 
Mr.  Walter  dark 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dpn  O.  Baker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  Ballard 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Nordan 
Mrs.  Eugene  Sabbatini 
Mrs.  Annie  Ora  dark 
Mr.  Grady  McLaurin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roland  P.  Gough 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Clark 
Mrs.  Eloise  Tullos 
Perry  E.  dark 
Mr.  C3iarles  W.  Holmes 
Billy  day 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  C.  M.  MitcheU 
Mrs.  Leona  Cleland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Rev.  Richard  ClemmenU 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Albert  (Pearl)  Clifton 
Daniel 

Mrs.  Warren  Thompson,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Ruby  Wachter 
Mrs.  Jane  Clinkscales 
Garth  ft  Katherine  Ingram 
Adult  2  Ladies  Sunday 
School,  Second  Baptist 
(3iurch,  Greenville 
Mrs.  Marion  C.  Spell 
Mrs.  Hazel  Cobb 
First  Baptist  Church,  Bude 
James  Robert  ‘Jimmy” 
Cockerham 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  M.  Cook 
BUly  Honea  ft  Family 
Miss  Reba  Cockrell 
Inspiration  Sunday  School, 
FBC  West  Point 
Jndge  Kermit  R.  Cofer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Stanley  Lawren 
Perkins 

FYances  ft  Riidi  Defenbaugh 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Gamer 
Mrs.  Catherine  R.  Poovey 
Mr.  James  L.  Travis  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  PhU  Embry 
Mrs.  W.  C.  CaUaway,  Sr. 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  WUma  CaU 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Robert  Cole 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Ckile 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  N.  Fbrd 
Virgie  A.  CoUins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  (TuUedge 
Mrs.  Francie  CoUnm 
Mrs.  Doris  Ladner 
Mrs.  Frenic  Colhim 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  C.  HaU 
Rev.  Roy  Colhim 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  H.  Cole 
Dorcas  Sunday  School.  FBC 
Philadelphia 
Mrs.  Clovis  P.  Putnam 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  ()uarles 
Rev.  Roy  Colhim 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ethan  Allen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chuck  Hudson 
Mr.  Dudley  Conner 
Mrs.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
Mrs.  MUdred  Conaiff 
Mrs.  Mera  C.  HaU 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  ()uincy  R.  Hodges 
Mr.  Mackie  Cooksey.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L.  Irine 
Dr.  W.  H.  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  London  E.  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  W.  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Hardage 
Misses  Nelda  and  Fhye 
Jordan 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Truitt  PhiUips 
Mrs.  LncUle  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Altert  C.  Martin 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Cril 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marion  T. 
dileman 

Mrs.  Harriett  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Wayne  S.  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Mr.  Patrick  Corbett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guess 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  O.  Fbwier 
Mr  ft  Mis.  A.  M.  McBride 
MalUc  Cootia 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Gulledge 
Mr.  Hansell  A.  Coortaey 
Board  of  Ministerial 
EkhicaUon 


Luke  Covington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Philip  Ibw 
Mrs.  Helen  Cos 
Ms.  Vera  K.  Grogan 
Hugh  Craaey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  F.  Tbwnsend 
Mr.  Hugh  R.  Crancy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Ellison 

Mr.  Byron  Crawford 
Ms.  Jennie  Sue  diltharp 
Mr.  Gwyn  Creel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Andy  Helton 
Mr.  Sam  Crocker 
Reedy  Acres  Staff 
Ed  Crispin 

Mrs.  'T.  M.  Hederman  Jr. 

Dalma  Smith  Crosby 
Mrs.  Mildred  Seaman 
Mrs.  Dalma  Crosby 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 

Price  Bond  Crothers 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Beatty 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  H.  Anderson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Van  D.  Stone  Jr. 


Mrs.  Lottie  C.  Crouse 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  McClain 
Cassaua  D.  Crow,  Jr. 

Mr.  Forest  Bruce 
E.  W.  Crawley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wendell  R 
Stewart  ft  Amy 
Coach  Keyes  Carrie 
Mrs.  Grady  McLaurin 
Mrs.  Rosa  Cutrer 
The  Pearl  Brown  Family 
Mr.  Joe  Dakins 
ChUdren  S  ft  6  Department. 
FBC  Cleveland 
Mr.  S.  V.  Daniel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gene  Millsaps 
Leisa  Joe  Oaughtcry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  H.  Melton 
Anne  Geneva  Davis 
Mrs.  Frances  Hamner 
Dr.  WiUiam  P.  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ethan  Allen 
Lonnie  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  H.  Bethune 
Mrs.  Agnes  B.  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Russum 


Clayton  Day 
Mrs.  Joan  W.  Horst 
Mr.  Clayton  Day 
Volunteer  Sunday  School, 
FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mrs.  John  Dean,  Sk. 

Mrs.  Jane  P.  Ireland 
Lela  Virginia  Dehn 
Mrs.  MiUer  Wyatt 
Mrs  Rex  Tbel 
Mrs.  Ottice  Delaney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BUly  Armstrong 
Michael  Edward  Dillard 
Mrs.  Ruth  BUbo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glen  Whittington 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Dodge 
Mrs.  Bessie  Ingram 
Mr.  Jasper  Doler 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Joe  Dorrough 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joel  L.  Hale  ft 
Jennifer 


To  be  continued 
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RECENT  REPRESENTATIVE 
CHURCH  GIFTS 

BRADFORD  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Gore  Springs,  Calhoun  Bap¬ 
tist  Association,  Rev.  Billy  Nelson,  pastor  led  his  church  to  give  $1,000.00 
to  The  Village  and  personally  delivered  the  check  op  May  4,  1989  as 
church  members  toured  The  India  Nunnery  Campus,  the  central,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  distribution  center. 

SKENE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Skene,  Boliver  Baptist  Association,  Rev. 
Billy  Floyd,  pastor.  A  check  credited  to  our  MOTHER'S  DAY  offering  was 
received  for  $706.42. 

COLLINS  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Collins,  Covington  Baptist  Association, 
Rev.  Don  Dobson,  pastor.  The  MOTHER’S  DAY  offering  amounted  to 
$1,13250. 

OAK  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Mendenhall,  Simpson  Baptist 
Association,  Rev.  Glenn  Kelly,  pastor.  The  church  sent  $68550  for  Village 
support. 

BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Walnut,  Alcorn  Baptist  Association, 
Rev.  Joe  Earl  Spencer,  pastor.  An  offering  of  $630.34  was  received  for 
The  Village. 

The  children,  staff,  trustees  and  administration  sincerely  thank  all  our 
pastors,  staffs  and  congregations  for  prayerful  financial  support. 

HAVE  YOU  MAILED  YOUR  GIFTS? 

Send  to 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 


Licensed  by 
State  of  Mississippi 


Accredited  by 
National  Assixiation  of 
Homes  for  Children 
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Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Hong  Kong  Christians 
mourn  for  China 


By  Lounette  Templeton 

HONG  KONG  (BP)  —  Clhinese  meet  the  changes  that  are  occurring 
C3iristians  in  Hong  Kong  are  in  shock  around  us,”  he  said, 
following  China’s  militaiy  crackdown  Lau  said  Christians  were  initially 
on  the  student  pro-democracy  elated  and  hopeful  as  the  pro¬ 
movement.  democracy  movement  gained 

Christians  looked  in  horror  at  pic-  momentum.  “But  now  the  students 
tures  of  the  “Bloody  Sunday”  have  fallen  and  our  people  don’t  know 
massacre  in  Beijing’s  'Tiananmen  what  to  do.  They  are  angry.  As  pashu*, 
Square  Many  church  members  are  I  must  help  them  find  the  proper  way 
wearing  black  armbands  to  symbolize  to  respond.” 
their  mourning.  Hastily  written  (Thnstians  condemned  the  actions 
messages  have  appeared  oii  car  win-  of  a  mob  that  disrupted  a  small  area 
dows,  bulletin  boards  and  shop  of  the  British  colony  on  June  7,  the  day 
windows.  designated  for  mourning. 

^  “Thy  Kingdom  come  in  China,”  r,  .  *  u  u  u  , 

Baptist  churches,  schools,  and  Hong 

Kong  Baptist  Collie  observed  the 
day  with  memorial  services  and 
prayer  meetit^. 

Lau  said  he  is  seeking  ways  to  lead 
his  church  members  to  a  deeper  level 
of  faith.  He  hopes  it  will  enable  them 
to  play  a  greater  role  in  the  future  of 
C3iina  and  Hong  Kong. 


Missionaries  can  do  an 


said  or 

cry”  when  asked  about  situation  in 

Davy,  in  Vic’s  lap,  doesn’t  want  his  picture  made  so  soon  after  a  nap.  Beside  the  China.  But  she  returned  later  and 

talked  about  how  Christians  must  hold 
together  now  as  they  never  have 
before.  And  she  cried. 

“Before,  we  felt  we  were  Hong  Ktxig 
people  and  UiQr  were  mainland  peo¬ 
ple  But  now  we  are  all  the  same  — 

Since  the  above  was  written,  a  let-  Chinese,”  said  Baptist  layman  Ibny 
ter  has  arrived  from  the  Johnstons.  Lee,  repeating  a  common  sentiment. 

Here  are  a  few  quotes  from  Vic:  “We  China  will  regain  sovereignty  over 
have  been  working  hard  trying  to  Hong  Kmig  fn»n  Great  Britain  in  1997. 
children  had  come  home  from  school  make  our  house  livable  again.  Our  The  upheaval  in  China  has  increased 
—  Ky  13;  Vince,  10V4;  Jennifer,  6.  The  yard  looked  like  a  jungle  and  the  worries  in  Hong  Kong  about  how  the 
fourth  one,  Davy,  4,  awoke  from  his  house  was  very  dirty.  Some  rats  had  coloity  will  be  governed. 

made  a  mess  in  several  cabinets  and  Ba^ists  joined  a  huge  but  peaceful 
Now  they  are  l»ck  in  T'eresina  and  had  eaten  a  hole  in  the  insulation  in  rally  at  a  race  track  June  4.  News 
_  .  the  bottom  of  our  refrigerator.  transmissions  of  the  tragedy  fairing 

Vince  and  Jennifer  in  “We  have  decided  to  help  with  a  new  place  in  China  flashed  (m  giant  televi- 

congregation  in  the  Baptist  School  a  sion  screens.  R  way  the  thinl  con- 

couple  of  blocks  from  our  house - 1  secutive  Sunday  afternoon  Hong  Kong  . 

encountered  lots  of  work  to  be  done  at  citizens  demonstrated  siqipcni  fw  the  “®**®“0®*t*™^co9dol*n<^tothe 
the  camp  Ibrmites  have  played  havoc  student  movement.  One  meeting  drew  f®™**®*  Beijing. 

- L- ..j.  _  ...  ...  ....  -o  Chan  said  China’s  political  uncer- 

—  — - - ■  Baptists  also  took  part  in  a  Chris-  P'^j***?  niany  church 

banana  and  pineapple  plantation.  tian  prayer  vigil  June  7  at  a  park  in  to  decide  that  enugrating  to 

“I  bought  a  couple  of  beagle  pup-  the  center  of  Hong  Kong’s  business  country  was  their  only  choice 

deHnitely  decided  to  emfgrate. 
Kowlom  C!ity  Baptist  (Ilhurch  also  is 


Jachin  Chan,  president  of  the  Hong 
ong  Baptist  Convention,  said  the 


WiUiamsville.  ing  rooms  flank  a  central  hallway,  aU  When  it  comes  to  the  Johnstons,  I 

Afterward,  when  Sharon  got  home  furnished  with  antiques.  A  cozy  den  think  maybe  the  Brazilians  are  right! 
late  one  lught,  her  mother  said,  andkitchenlie  just  behind  those;  and 
“Brother  Vic  has  caUed  two  or  three  I  don’t  know  how  many  bedrooms  and 
times.  It  must  be  important.”  Pro-  baths  upstairs  and  do^,  plus  a  game 
bably  church  business,  Sharon  con-  room  upstairs, 
eluded.  Though  it  was  late,  she  call-  Before  W.D.  and  I  left  Forest  that 
ed  back.  To  her  surprise,  he  invited  rainy  afternoon,  three  of  the  Johnston 

her  to  dinner.  On  their  first  date,  they  . 

toured  (Central  Hills. 

They  had  not  been  married  long 
when  he  began  to  sound  her  out  about  nap 
her  feelings  on  being  a  missionary.  He 

told  her  he’d  been  on  some  volunteer  Toni  Andeison,  Virginia  journeyman, 
mission  trips  to  Montana  and  asked,  will  be  teachii  ' " 

“Would  you  be  williog  to  serve  September,  v 
there?”  She’d  been  a'Home  Mission  taleza,  eight 
Board  summer  missionary  to  Sharon,  who  has  a  de^ee  in  voice 

Florida.  “Yes,”  she  said,  Montana  from  Union  University,  Jackson,  „ 

w^  be  all  right  ”  Tenn.,  often  sings  at  weddings,  with  roofs  of  the  buildings  and  the  more  than  1  million  people 

When  they  had  been  marriM  only  graduation  exercises,  and  similar  oc-  jungle  has  begun  to  take  over  our  r . 

six  months,  he  said  to  her,  “I  think  the  casions.  In  church  services,  she  plays  banana  and  pineapple  plantation. 

Lord  is  calling  me  to  a  foreign  coun-  the  numn  organ.  Also  she  tearhes  »  “r  ’  r  . . 

try.  It  worried  him  that  nine  out  of  women’s  Sunday  School  class.  During  pies,  Jacob  and  Esau.  Jennifer  and  district  as  the  city  observed  a  day  of  reported  many  Baptists  have 
ten  ministers  work  in  the  U  S.  and  on-  furlough,  she  enroUed  in  MasterLife.  Davy  have  really  enjoyed  jdaying  with  mourning.  More  than  3  000  pemile  at- 
®®®*..®  L w  ®.  .1  j  “This  was  for  my  own  spiritual  them.  The  week  biefore  we  left  we  tended  the  meeting  as  many  Christian 


tional  level,  we  must  be  prepared  to 


place,”  he  said.  And  in  1983  that’s  ^  « 

where  they  were  appointed.  They  vrOQ  S  llOWCFS 
studied  Portuguese  in  Campinas  in 

1984  and  then  went  to  Teresina,  Piaui,  Wildflowers  don’t  need  any  special  care; 

where  he  is  youth  worker  and  direc-  Yet  they  grow  abundantly  everywhere 

tor  of  a  camp.  Last  week  I  wrote  While  I  coax  and  pamper  my  flowers  just  so, 

about  some  of  the  agricultural  pro-  Wildflowers  in  wild  profusion  grow. 

jects  he  plans  to  undertake  this  term.  I  call  them  God’s  flowers,  for  I  know  He’s  the  one 

During  their  first  furlough,  they  Who  watches  over  them  when  all’s  said  and  done 
were  the  first  missionaries  to  occupy  When  I  see  a  hillside  covered  with  flowers 
Forest’s  missionary  house.  (The  USM  I  just  want  to  stop  and  stay  a  few  hours 
and  N.O.  Seminary  grad  had  been  How  does  it  happen?  I  can’t  explaip, 
minister  of  ytmth  and  education  at  But  the  beauty  is  there  again  and  again. 

Forest  in  earlier  years.)  And  on  days  when  He  seems  far  away. 

I  got  a  tour  of  that  pale  yellow  two-  The  wildflowers  are  there  to  brighten  my  day. 
story  house.  All  the  floor  space  is  fan-  —Ruth  N.  (^ger 

tastic.  High-ceilinged  living  and  din-  State  i.in» 


Tangled  in  the  twine 

l^ngled  in  the  twine  of  the  world’s  own  faults. 
Fearing  every  move  I  make. 

Fearing  being  tangled  deeper  and  deeper. 

For  the  twine  will  never  break. 

Is  there  any  hope  for  the  future? 

Will  the  twine  begin  to  thin? 

Will  the  faults  of  the  world  begin  to  lessen? 

Will  the  world  have  less  sin? 

Or  will  it  still  bear  the  same,  thick  twine 
That  holds  the  sin  of  man. 

Like  the  thombush  that  captures  the  tender  skin 
Of  the  foolish  faulty  hand? 

-J<^  Williford,  17 
Ripley 


